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Hotline  Offers 
Missions  News 

I  ■  ATLANTA,  Ga.  —  Churches,  ImU- 
^  viduals  and  a«ociatioas  can  receive 

the  latest,  most  up  to  date  news  ol 
home  missions,  missionary  interviews 
and  prayer  requests  through  Home 
Missions  Hotline. 

The  Hotline,  a  service  of  the  Promo¬ 
tion  Department  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Home  Mission  Board,  returned 
Jan.  I,  lira,  with  all  new  stories,  cilr- 
rent  mission  news  and  other  happen¬ 
ing* 

Cost  of  the  service  is  the  price  of  a 
three-minute  station-to-station  long 
distance  telephone  call .  The  number  is 
40t->7S-7701. 

The  recordings,  updated  each  Fri¬ 
day  morning,  will  be  narrated 
whenever  possible  by  missionaries 
visiting  the  Atlanta  office  of  the  HMB. 

Ihe  service,  now  in  its  fourth  year, 
offers  the  best  way  to  personalize 
home  mission  reports  to  present  to 
church  or  organizational  meeting. 

The  eefvice  will  operate  through 
April  2. 


—  1977  — 

The  Year 
In'  Religioi 


By  RsUglans  News  Bervlee 

1977  was  the  year  in  which  an  Egyptian  President  and  an  Israeli  Prime 
Minister  mat  in  Jerusalem  to  begin  talking  about  the  things  that  have 
separated  Arabs  and  Jews  in  the  Middle  since  the  founding  of  the 
State  of  Israel. 

It  was  the  year  in  which  the  Presiding  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
simounosd  that  he  could  not  personally  accept  the  concept  of  women 
priests,  and  in  which  several  priests  and  parishes  left  the  denominatioa 
because  Its  General  Convention  did  accept  women  priests. 

It  was  the  year  in  which  a  national  women’s  conference  was  held  in 
Hou^on  and  <bew  debate  on  such  issues  as  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment 
and  abortian,  which  took  on  new  significance  for  religious  groups. 

It  was  also  a  year  that  saw  Crtbolic-Orthodox  relations  advance  toward 
eventual  reunion  of  these  two  branches  of  Christianity.  A  national  task 
force  on  Christian-Muslim  relations  was  organized,  an  Anglican-Roman 
Catholic  statement  on  papal  primacy  was  issued,  and  charismatic  Christ¬ 
ians  from  every  theologi^  tradition  assembled  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  for 
an  historic  conference. 

Homosexuality,  unionization,  and  rights  of  the  handicapped  drew  the 
atlentian  of  several  national  Church  bodies  in  1977,  while  continuing  con¬ 
troversies  on  issues  like  television  programming,  affirmative  action,  and 
deprogramming  took  on  new  dimensions  during  the  year. 

Relatione  improved  between  the  U.S.  and  Hungary  through  the  effort*  of 
some  religious  leaders,  as  did  relatians  between  the  Vatican  and  Poland. 
But  repression  of  religiaus  freedom  and  other  human  rights  intensified  in 
such  countries  as  Uganda,  the  Soviet  Union,  aiyi  Argentina. 

Gay  rights  became  a  national  issue  through  singer  Anita  Bryant's  cam¬ 
paign  against  non-discrimination  ordinances  in  Florida  and  elsewhere. 
Althou^  Miss  Bryant,  a  Southern  Baptist,  based  her  efforts  on  her  inr 
terpretation  of  Biblical  passages,  she  drew  heated  criticisra  from  numer¬ 
ous  religious  groups  as  well  as  warm  support  from  others. 

Homosexuality  was  a  subject  for  debi^  at  several  national  Church 
conventions,  with  most  taU^  action  to  eppooe  discrimination  against 
gays  but  stopping  4iort  of  advocating  that  they  be  ordained  to  ministry. 

AbsrWsa  and  etMcs 

Federal  funding  became  a  new  front  in  the  continuing  battle  over  abor¬ 
tion,  with  Congrtasional  committees  deadlocked  for  months-over  legisla¬ 
tion.  A  statement  signed  by  209  religious  ethicists  was  highly  critical  of 
Roman  Catholic  efforts  to  promote  a  Human  Life  Amendment,  but  the 
statement  was  itself  criticized  by  Catholics  and  evangelical  Protestants. 
On  the  positive  side,  the  14-member  Los  Angeles  CathoUc-Jewish  Respect 
Life  Committee  called  for  a  "reduction  of  tensions"  between  persons  and 
groups  who  have  differing  views  on  abortion. 

(Continued  on  page  3) 
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Nothing  To  L 


Semiaaries  Draw 
Government  Fire 


NEW  ORLEANS  -  A  United  Press'  •ccept*  teoerai  lunaing  m  any  lora, 
lotemaUonal  Trire  story  suting  that  foms  were  ign^.  That  s  w^hen 
the  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  the  telephoM  start^  nnpng.  ^mi- 
Seminary  would  be  cut  off  from  fed-  nary  President  Landrum  Leavell  re- 
eral  funding  due  to  sex  discriminabon  port*  that  he  has  rei^vedbetwe^tw 
touched  off  a  furor  at  the  school.  and  three  phone  c^  per  wdek  for  the 
The  announcement  surprised  semi-  I**!  six  weeks  from  someone  in 
nary  officials  who  had  recently  been  W^ington  asking  why  the  seminary 
bombarded  with  telephone  calls  from  not  complete  forms. 
Washington  asking  why  the  school  had  Leavell  sto^  that  there  are  th^ 

not  returned  forms  promising  not  to  reasons  why  he  does 
discriminate.  the  seminary  is  legally  obligated  to  fUl 

_  j  ■  outany  such  form;  “First,  is  the  First 

The  same  problem  had  earliw  ^  Amendment  of  the  Cortkitation  of  the 
volved  Southeastera  Seminary,  Wake  states,  which  guarantees  sep- 

Forest,  N.  C.,  which,  because  it  ro  gj  ghurch  and  state;  second, 

ceives  no  federal  funds,  also  did  not  fUl  Orleans  seminary  is  an  integ- 

out  the  HEW  forms.  rated  auxiliary  of  the  church,  we  are 


plans  have  been  ap-  guage  missions  in  Clarkadale.  They 
nary  service  by  the  were  appointed  missionary  as¬ 
st  Home  Mission  sodates. 

Board.  Lewis  is  a  graduate  of  the  University 

They  are  Aina  of  Southern  Miaslssippi  and  of  New  Or- 
ChrisUne  Lewis  of  leans  Seminary  with  a  master  of  re- 
Hattiesburg,  and  ligious  education  degree.  She  is 
Frank  and  Lois  Ucensed  to  the  gospel  ministry. 

Ruiz  of  aeveland.  Ruiz,  a  native  of  Culvert,  Tex.,  was 
Lewis  will  serve  as  interim  pastor  of  the  Mexican  Baptist 
a  consultant  in  Church  in  Shelby,  prior  to  appolnt- 
I  Christian  education  ment.  He  has  also  served  as  pastor  In 
development  for  the  Adrian,  Mich.,  Balkan,  Ky.,  snd  to 
Mississippi  Baptist  West  Central  Ohio.  He  has  attended 
le  HMB  D^rtment  Clear  Creek  Bible  Schod  in  KentwAy 
dinistries  with  Na-  and  Toledo  University  and  Siena 
Ihe  was  appointed  a  Heights  College.  While'’lir  Mississippi 
y.  he  has  served  as  a  volunteer  chaplain 

erve  to  Spanish  Ian-  (Continued  on  page  2) 


Thomas  Fund  Became 
Gift  That  Keeps  On  Giving 


as  a  (acuity  member  at  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  seminary  since  1945  and  as  such 
is  the  senior  faculty  member.  Beatrice 
CUillins  is  associate  professor  of  organ 


Missionary  Testifies  1 
Value  Of  State  Pape 


scholarships  from  the  TTiomas  Fund. 
During  his  lifetime,  Mr.  Thomas  per¬ 
sonally  selected  three  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  paid  their  salary 
through  the  Foreign  Miwton  Boartl. 


The  “Mr.  and  Mr*.  R.  B.  Thomas  college  and  seminary  training.  Pre- 
imd”  had  its  beginning  at  the  break-  ference  was  to  be  given  to  students 
at  table  to  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  preparing  for  inisaaonary  service. 
inman  in  the  summer  of  1962.  Dr.  When  the  stock  was  transferred  to 
•rry  L.  Spencer,  who  was  then  the  Foundation,  the  value  of  the  900 
asHttoe  senrHsry  ef  tbe  Misslssiftpi  share*  gf  Ge«eral  kfotots  stack  was 
laUat  ruadaUon,-was  evingslist  far  ibl.TQi.  Ouitaf  lb*  iwars  tbaL.1^ 
reWval  In  the  Wiggins  Baptist  hnwed,  Mr.  asd  Mrs.  Thoasss 
Mirrh  addHk^^  gtfis  to  the  tund;  sod  a 

Mrs.  Thomas  prepared  breakfast  <pMt  toJd*  win  increased  the 
schmomii^  for  Dr.  Spencer  and  the  P«1  »**-*^  “  ■*  ****  “Vf 

lusic  leader.  After  breakfast  one  Thomas’s  death  (March  25,  19**). 
lorning,  Mr.  Thomas  expressed  a  de-  Stoce  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr*. 
Ire  to  talk  with  Dr.  Spencer.  During  Thomas  and  their  granddaughter  have 

lieir  conversation,  he  told  Dr.  Spencer  contributed  to  the  principal  of  the  fund 

ow  as  a  boy  and  a  young  man  he  had  the  sum  of  $12,200  bringing  the  total 

ranted  to  be  a  missionary  but  was  un-  contributions  of  the  Thomas  family  to 
ible  to  acquire  the  necessary  prepara-  $220,821.54.  The  wisdom  of  Mr. 
ion.  Since  God  had  blessed  materially  Thomas  to  his  investments  and  the 
lU  work  md  business  abUity,  be  now  continued  guidance  by  the  Investtnmt 


in  this  issue 


now  ?IP*^**^  fWfcnBfcggarn- 

Ings  of  the  “Mr.  and  Mr*.  R.  B- 
Ttwmas  Fiaid,’’  $4,909  to  the  Foreign 
Miesion  Board  which  Is  designated  for 
missionary  salaries;  $t,$90  to  Main 
Street  Baptist  Church.  Hattiesburg, 
designated  for  scholarships  to  William 
Carey  College;  $5,000  to  Howard 
(Omtinued  on  page  2) 


'iuaitoy  and  hia  wile.  Otowto.  are  BwtftaniBapttoto'flHtmiitoetoiriiato 

Nicaragua  —  beeauae  he  read  an  article  to  tbe  Baptist  Record. 

As  early  as  1974  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  had  started  thinking  of 
smdtog  a  couple  to  Nicaragua  to  dUtribute  Christian  literature.  In 
January,  1974,  still  no  one  was  available  for  that  work,  ao  the  Board  sent 
out  a  news  release  asking  for  volunteers.  The  Baptist  Record  printed  tbe 

request.  Stamps,  then  a  missionary  to  Ecuador,  r^  the  artide  and  could 

not  forget  it. 

He  said  he  tested  it  with  three  questions:  Does  it  interest  you?  Is  it 
something  you  can  do?  Does  (jod  want  you  to  do  It?  It  definltdy  interested 
him.  He  could  io  it,  fSThe  had  distributed  Uterature  for  13  years  to 
Ecuato.  And  he  had  the  persistent  teeUng  that  God  wanted  him  todolL  He 
and  Glenna  tranMerred  to  Nicaragua  iMt  year  to  begin  tbe  work  there. 
Bdore  going  to  Ecuadur  he  was  difectorjif jnjssions  in  Mississippi 


•Rohiinafcer  bceomat  a  ChristioM  sad 
a  storm  qftrauMc  brews/tar  her.  P.  2 

•Baptist  Tfoiiiiiip  Dan  schodule  to- 
etodcs  Church  Trammg  eoacentro- 
tion.  P.  3. 

hBaker  J.  Cauthen'$  Uft  (to  far)  it 
••bkographei."  P.  5 


Church  Bakes  For 
10,720  ‘‘Sweet  Tooths” 

By  Ahm  MeWilUamt 

Young  people  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson,  gave  away  10,729  CSvMmas 
cookies  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  Dec.  30,  to  hospital  patienta  and  retodento  of 
nursing  homes. 

“Our  purpose  ws*  to  share  the  spirit  of  Oiristma*,’’  said  Donn  Poole,  the 
church's  minuter  of  youth.  “We  gave,  with  the  cooktos,  bookleto  on  how  to  know 
Christ." 

Volunteers  from  Broadmoor  Church  —  youth  and  acfcilts  —  responded  to  tbe 
challei«e  to  the  church  bulletin:  “We  want  the  best  Christmas  cookies  you  can 
bake.  Make  them  **  If  you  were  going  to  serve  them  to  the  Lord  Himself  .’’They 
baked  10,720  Chriatmaa  decorated  cookie*.  _ ^ _ 

Young  people  met  klonday,  Dec.  19 
at  the  church  to  pack  all  the  cookies  to 
boxes.  They  placed  two 

dosen  cookie*  to  each  of  446  boxes. 

“There  were  cookiet  of  every  color,”  ^ 

one  young  man  said.  “Green,  rad, 

brown,  orange!”  They  began  at  9  a.m.  | 

and  worked  most  of  Mooday.  In  each  . 

box  they  placed  a  booklet,  “The  Real  J 

Purpose  to  Life,”  by  Max  Barnett.  On 

Ihe  top  of  every  box  someone  stuck  an 

Identiflcationtag,  saying  what  was  in 

the  box  and  who  It  was  from.  Alao 

every  tag  carried  a  Christinas  greet- 


“Secret”  Bible 
Course  Has 
Helped  Thousands 

“These  WNe  studie*  or*  tnielv  o  blessing  to  me.  I  enjoy 

f  hidying  God’s  word.  My  bible  has  proven  to  be  0  oolueoMe 

friend.  God  talk*  to  me  through  hi*  word.” 

ANTA(BP)— Thespelltog  simply  seek  better  understanding 
-,  but  Ihe  sentiment  U  that  of  the  Bible, 
tsed  by  some  100,000  per-  The  course  "U  not  intended  as  a 

ho  have  been  enrolled  to  the  substitute  for  or  supplementary  to 

>rn  Baptist  Home  Mission  Sunday  School  Uterature,  but  ap- 
I  Correspondence  Bible  peals  to  people  who  want  to  study 
e.  the  Bible  but  have  limited  oppor- 

course  —  covering  all  06  tunities  to  do  so,”  says  Grumpier, 
of  the  bible— I*  offered  free  A  Texas  prisoner,  serving  five 

•e  who  make  a  request.  It  yean  for  bm)  checks,  noted  his 
1  used  by  some  1,500  persons  Ufe  had  been*  mess.  He  had  been 

Mnth,  and  8,000  are  in  the  married  three  time*  and  had  four 
It  file.  children.  He  served  time  for 

course,  which  began  in  the  “drugs,  robbery,  car  theft, 
1947  is  "probably  one  of  the  forgery,  bad  checks  and  many 

wpt  secret*  around,”  say*  ^ore  things  ” 
k  Crumpler.  director  of  ^  ^ 

'««  WWe  constantly  through 
In  the  pot  M  3^  ,  the  free  Correspondence  ^ible 

0  person*  Couro  which  I  i!^ve  from  the 

’  •  Home  Mission  Board  .  .  I  have 

compietea  n. 

^  the  Lord  siid  have 
^  •>««  tiudying  the  Bible  day  and 

”ii*^  nlght.Idonthsvethespaceinthl* 

letter  to  tell  you  what  Is  truly  In 
!  tmaU  booklets  of  material  ^  / 

nd  by  writer*  for  the  HMB  ^  ^  ^ 

SSer  say*  the  course  I*  In-  «»*«  Lord  I*  . 

d  for  potor*  who  h*»e  not  Not  all  those  who  study  the 
he  opportunity  of  attending  course  are  prisoners.  One  pastor 
coii^  or  seminary,  for  In  New  Mexico  wrote:  "In  my  llh- 

ay  school  officeirs  snd  rary  I  have  at  least  10  books  and 

len  who  are  interested  In  commentaries  on  Roman*  I  have 

r  preparation  and  those  who  (Oonttmiad  on  page  $) 


At  12:39  on  Dec.  20,  at  least  SO  young 
people,  drived  at  the  church,  and 
Poole  gave  them  delivery  assign- 


Quoted 


on  hand  from  ClMmiel  12  and  Channel 
1$,  to  capture  asme  of  toe  action  lor 
eveniiM  news  spate.  Ten  adults  came 
to  drive  the  len  delivery  car*. 

“Rasidanta  at  CrosHetos  Nurstog 
Home  said  it  was  tbe  nicest  thing  that 
youH  pwpic  c'nt  done  for  them,” 
Pool*  said  later  By  noon  on  Wetoias- 
day,  Dac.  21,  he  had  received  $7  calls 
from  miriiiig  homes  aad  boepilale, 
saying  thank  you. 

Boan  of  eoekias  wer*  daihrared  also 
to  toe  W.  F.  Bond  Heme,  for  old  mon, 
and  to  some  huiliMOi  eotebUahnioiite 
to  toe  area  of  to*  church. 

David  Grant  Is  toe  Broadtooerpaa- 


Secead  baad  study :  Preachar*  who 
totally  rely  on  commentaries  whea 
preparing  sermons  are  short¬ 
changing  their  congregations— and 
God-helieves  J.  J.  Owens. 

”We  shouldn’t  give  cjongregetlon* 
secondJiand  opiiUont  when  God  hae 
given  us  tbe  ability  and  talent  to  b* 
Involved  with  His  word,”  says  the  pro 
fessor  of  Old  Testament  interpratetioa 
at  The  Southern  Baptist  ’nieologic*l 
Seminary,  adding,  “Too  many 
preachers  read  about  the  Bible  rather 
toan  reading  the  BiM*  Itaelf  .”  ’ 


box  of  Chrtetma*  coowe*  to  Chafto*  Hotmoe.  ptotont  to 


f 


ft 


Bold  Mission  Thrust  Challenges 
Thread  Through  State  Conventions 


of  the  required  two-thirdc  majority  tar  stance  against  indiscriminate  abor- 
passage.  tions  and  abortion  on  demand.  The 

South  Carolina  Baptists  votei  Virginia  body  called  for  Christian  love 
against  merger  of  Furman  University  and  understanding  on  both  sides  of  a 
and  North  Greenville  CoUege,  Gewgta  difficult  issue. 

BaptisU  gave  Brewton-Parker  the  Other  actions  launched  ministries  to 
greenlight  to  explore  four-year  sUtss  the  a^,  oftpoaed  President  Carter’s 
and  North  Carolina  and  Missouri  Bsp-  appointment  of  an  envoy  to  the  Vati- 
tiats  made  government  aid  reUtad  ds-  can  or  any  other  international  religi- 
ciaions.  ous  headquarters,  commended  Carter 

North  Carolina  Baptists  allowed  for  his  stance  on  human  rights  and 
Wake  Forest  University  to  accept  a  exercise  of  Christian  principles  in 
National  Science  Foundation  biology  government,  called  for  death  with  dig- 
research  grant  but  refused  to  let  the  nity  and  resolved  agaimt  chUd  por- 
school  use  part  of  it  for  constructun  nography  and  abuse,  and  opposed  pol- 
because  of  convention  policies  on  sqr  lution,  energy  waste,  alcohol,  casino 
aratkn  of  church  and  state.  Missow  gambling,  terrorism,  torture,  racism 
Baptists  declined  to  take  any  action  •)  and  the  Internal  Revenue  Service's 
a  report  from  a  special  study  conunit-  ruling  on  "integrated  auxiliaries”  of 
tee  which  recommended  that  two  tl  churches, 
the  convention’s  four  colleges  witk- 
draw  from  a  state-sponsored  studest 
aid  program.  It  was  referred  fir 
further  study. 

In  other  scattered  actions,  tke 
Michigan  Convention  became  the  sec¬ 
ond  state  Baptist  body  to  accept  a 
Canadian  church,  welcomisg 
Evangelical  Baptist  Church. 

Anihurstberg,  Ontario,  into  ite  felloe- 
ship.  The  Northwest  Conventioa, 
which  re-elecled  Allen  Schmidt,  pas¬ 
tor  from  Vancouver,  British  Cohim- 
bia,  as  president,  has  admitted  sone 
SS  Canadian  churches  in  Canada's 
western  provinces  over  the  years. 

The  C^omia  Convention,  follow¬ 
ing  up  an  earlier  action  by  the  Arhiona 
Convention,  voted  to  help  and  encour¬ 
age  a  new  state  Baptist  body,  which 
will  form  next  October  in  Nevada.  The 
Nevada  Convention,  which  will  begin 
operation  Jan.  1.  l(7t,  will  be  nwde  up 
of  some  SO  churches  now  affiliated 
with  either  California  or  Ariiona. 

The  resolutions  involving  homosex¬ 
uality  called  it  sin  and  unbiblical,  but 
basically  urged  compassion  for 
homosexuals  as  individuals  and  noted 
that  they  could  find  forgiveness  for  sin 
through  the  power  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
resolutions  expressed  alarm  at  what  is 
viewed  as  a  campaign  to  gain  legal, 
social  and  religious  acceptance  of 
homosexuality  as  a  lifestyle.  They  de¬ 
clared  that  homosexuality  is  not  nor¬ 
mal,  not  an  acceptable  lifestyle  and 
has  devastating  effect  on  family  life  in 
general  and  children  in  particular. 

Six  states  spoke  on  the  hotly-debated 


Bold  N^ssions  Display  At  Clarke 

As  a  feature  of  the  "Bold  Mission  Thrust"  at  Clarice  College  a  display  of  cairioe  from 
World  f)as  been  arranged  in  the  lobby  of  the  Lott  Fine-Arts  Building.  The 
exhibit  includes  names  of  35  Clarke  alumni  who  serve  as  foreign  missionaries. 
Director  of  Religious  Activities  J.  B.  Costilow,  left,  is  pictured  with  BSU  Missione 
Chairman  Dale  Pocaae.  BSU  President  Sharon  Wilson,  arid  Baptist  Young  Women’s 
President  Angela  Burnham. 


Rainmaker  Chang 
Spiritual  Loyalties 


By  Rath  Fowler  trying  to  influence  her  religion  chief  kept  her  confined  to  her 

and  pronounced  curses  of  snakes,  house  to  keep  her  away  from' 

GATOOMA,  Rhodesia  (BP)  —  lions  and  fire  against  the  Gr^en-  .  Christians.  The  tribe  still  holds 

For  more  than  20  years  Amai  way  homer  The  spirit  she  woK"'  '  much  respect  for  a  former  svikiro 

Shingai  led  her  tribe  in  the  shipped  failed  to  deliver  because  and  it  was  a  great  threat  to  their 

strange  rituals  of  its  pagan  wor-  Dr.  Greenway  saw  only  a  single  ancient  belief  for  this  former 

ship.  cobra,  not  unusual  for  Africa,  and  rainmaker  to  continue  to  profess 

As  its  svikiro,  or  rainmaker,  she  no  lions  nor  fire  appeared.  faith  in  Christ, 

would  fall  into  a  trance  while  the  Year  after  year.  Dr.  Greenway  But  Amai  Shingai’s  spiritualv. 

chief  and  leaders  listened  to  and  worked  with  the  rainmaker.  She  loyalties  have  completely 

obeyed  the  “spirit  voice”  which  cared  for  and  fed  little  Shingai  changed.  She  continues  to  have 

they  believe  spoke  through  this  re-  and  rejoiced  when  he  finally  the  Bible  read  to  her,  listens  to  her 

ligious  leader.  learned  to  walk.  He  is  perma-  tapes,  and  visits  the  pastor’s  wife 

Today,  after  six  years  of  patient  nently  damaged  from  the  neglect  •  al^t  once  a  week.  As  a  part  of  her 

witness  by  a  Southern  Baptist  but  at  the  age  of  four  his  speech  witness  she  has  begun  to  wear 

missionary  doctor,  all  this  is  finally  began  to  develop.  Today  at  brightly  colored  clothes,  instead 

changed.  Amai  Shingai  has  be-  a^  seven  he  is  mentally  slow,  but  of  the  black  that  symbdized  her 

come  a  Christian  and  is  de-  still  alive  and  growii^.  pagan  worship, 

monstrating  a  new  kind  of  power  This  spring  the  ancestral  spirit  The  tribe  of  8,000,  whose  wor- 

—  her  own  witness  in  Christ.  left  the  rainmaker  and  inhabited  a  ifiip  she  once  led,  cannot  under- 

When  Dr.  Frances  Greenway  new  svikiro.  The  spirit  voice  stand  this  change  and  Amai  Shin- 

first  met  her,  the  rainmaker  wore  “speaking”  through  the  new  svik-  gai  has  come  under  physical  at- 

duU  Mack  robes,  the  mark  of  her  iro  said  that  Shingai’s  mother  had  tack  for  her  stand, 

office.  Long  before  this  meeting  been  too  dose  to  the  Christians.  Dr.  Greenway,  now  in  the  States 

she  had  left  her  husband  and  chil-  So  now  Shingai’s  mother  was  on  leave,  said  a  “fierce  spiritual 

dren,  since  custom  dictates  that  free  from  the  spirit  voice,  free  to  battle”  is  being  waged  between 

the  svikiro  is  supposed  to  remain  rejoin  her  family.  She  visited  Dr.  the  forces  of  good  and  evil  in  her 

chaste.  But  after  many  years  of  Greenway  and  listened  to  cassette  village.  The  pastor’s  wife  there 

service  in  her  relig:>ius  role,  the  tapes  prepared  especially  for  her.  said  she  “fears  for  Amai’s  physi- 

rainmaker  had  given  birth  to  a  From  dawn  to  midnight  she  lis-  cal  safety.” 

son,  Shingai.  Because  she  be-  tened  to  the  plan  of  salvation  over  The  pastor  and  his  wife  are  the 

issa’dffljaK.'sss  T  fSsLstiastjte  -» 'trst'i&tsst'sistx 

him.  Dr.  Greenwaysiopped  calling  her  Shingai  has  literally  given  up 

'  Dr.  Green  way.  who  devotes  rainmaker.  She  is  now  called  family,  friends  and  socid  position 

much  of  her  time  to  the  nutrition  Amai  Shingai  ( translated :  and  risked  personal  safety  to  fol- 

and  feeding  of  undernourished  “mother  of  Shingai”).  low  Christ, 

children,  saw  Shingai’s  pathetic  The  doctor  knows  the  battle  is  •’But  with  the  prayer  support  of 

state  and  invited  the  rainmaker  not  yet  over.  Amai  Shit^ai  wm  other  Christians,  Amai  Shingai 

and  her  son  to  come  live  in  her  too  important  in  the  tribal  wor-  can  withstand  the  pressure  of  per- 

home.  ship  hierarchy  for  her  pagan  secution.  Dr.  Greenway  believes. 

The  tribespeople  did  not  believe  tribesmen  not  to  give  her  a  dif-  and  someday  may  be  able  to  lead 

the  rainmaker  would  be  allowed  ficult  time.  her  tribe  in  a  new  kind  of  worship 

to  come.  She  had  been  warned  For  several  weeks  the  tribe’s  —  worship  centered  in  Ouist. 


'change  its 


(mentof 


faith  to  avoid  exercising  authority 
over  churches  which  accept  alien  im¬ 
mersions,  but  the  vote  fell  eight  short 


African  Missionary  Forces 
Experience  Year  Of  Change 


the  spirit  world  would  be  lost.  But 


in  answer  to  Dr.  GreenwaVs 


but  recently  -missionaries  -have  been 


ff^BfADQUARTERS^ 

rOR  ALL  TYPES  OE 

School  &  Church  Furniture 

•  CemiMelr  xlecli  •<  rlixirt.  lakles,  SmIu  aii4 
iiiriiislilati  lar  Claureon,  Library,  SaaSay 
SrliMl,  Aiulilbriam  CataUria  aiMl  arary 
Srhaal  -anS  Charch  ma. 


(Coribnued^om  pa|eTy~ 
Payne  College,  Brownwood,  Tex.; 
86,000  to  Mississippi  College,  Qinlan; 
$6,000  to  Clarke  (^lege,  Newton;  and 
the  next  16,000  or  part  thereof  which  is 
earned  annually  is  designated  for 
scholarships  to  New  Orleans  Semi- 
ilary. 

Here  is  an  experience  of  one  who 
could  not  be  a  missionary  supportiiy 
misHonaries  during  his  life  on  earth 
and  providing  for  their  support  for  the 
future.  Yes.  Mr.  Thomas  is  still 
preaching  the  Word  and  siting  the 
Gospel  “in  Jerusalem;  Judea, 
Samaria  and  to  the  uttermost  part 
the  earth.” 


prayers  tHe  chief  granM  permis- 
sion  for  a  visit. 

It  was  the  first  of  nuuiy  visits.  In 
spite  of  the  rules  against  it,  the 
rainmaker  even  accepted  some  of 
Dr.  Greenway’s  nrtedicine  for  her¬ 
self.  But  she  wouldn’t  accept 
Christ.  Fear  that  the  ancestral 
spirit  would  kill  her  kept  her  from 
responding  to  the  plan  of  salva-' 
tion. 

The  rainmaker  kept  coming 
back,  although  months  often  pas¬ 
sed  between  visits  and  her  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Dr.  Greenway 
wasn’t  always  smooth.  She  once 
became  angry  with  the  doctor  for 


able  to  ship  Bibles  and  leadership 


training  materials  into  that  country. 
The  Curtis  L.  Dixons,  living  in  Por¬ 
tugal  to  maintain  contact  wiUi  Angola 
Baptists,  still  hope  to  return  to  Angola 
during  lf78,  Saimders  said. 

W.  L.  Howse  Jr. 
Dies  Of 
Heart  Attack 


ALLEN  ORGANS 


CULPEPER,  Va.  (BP)  —  W.  L. 
Howse  Jr.',  prominent  in  Southern 
Baptist  religious  education  and  plsut- 

Bning  for  46  years, 
died  near  here  Dec. 
27  of  a  heart  attack. 
He  was  72  years  old . 

Howse,  a  consul¬ 
tant  for  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board 
since  lf71,  was  on 
his  way  home  to 
Richmond,  Va., 
after  spending  the  Christmas  holidays 
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•  HOSPITAL  •  DOCTOR  a  SUltOEON 
a  NURSE  a  NURSING  HOME 
Cov9nga  begins  on  elective  date  of  policy 
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Bo«^^also  on  Dec.  38.  the  anniversary.  Overseas  MisswnaiT  expected  to  generate  about  IIN.IM  q 

AcUve  throughout  the  Soidhem  Bap-  Fellawship  is  calling  for  specific  year  in  addtional  revenue.  Of  that 
Hst  Convention.  Howse  taught  at  prayer  for  the  country’s  42  millioC  amount,  $44,000  will  come  from 
Southwestorn  Baptist  Theological  people,  stressing  the  difficulties  of  churches,  schools  and  other  tax- 
S^nary  for  22  years  and  was  on  the  penetrating  the  cultural  and  religiouo  exempt  agencies  and  the  remaining 
^^stive  staff  of  the  Baptist  Sun-  barriers  which  the  country  pi^to.  $M,000  from  state^ywned  institutions 
day  School  Board  for  some  17  years. 

Howse  was  most  recenUy  a  consul-  Uacala,  Neb.  (EP)  -  Back  to  the  Clevelaad,  Teaa.  (EP)  -  “Little 
t^  in  administration  and  planning  to  Bi Me  Broadcast  here  has  assisted  in  House  on  the  Prairie  ”  and  “The  Wal- 
15^"*?**^*"??*^*''*^*“'*^  opening  eight  new  Christian  FMradi#  tons”  topped  the  list  of  the  “most  ac- 
*  Hie  Fortifn  Miiiion  BoGrd.  Earlier  stGtiom  in  luly,  tome  of  them  havii^  ceptoble*' piim«:  time  television  prog- 
M  hM  been  programming  consultant  a  potential  audience  of  more  than  I  rams,  in  a  survey  by  the  Church  of  God 
for  the  Bast  Asia  area  office  and  a  miUlon.  (Cleveland,  Tenn.h  ’“Maude”  nar- 

tonr^  planning  ctwsult^  for  the  >  rowlyedged  ’  Soap’  asthemostoffen- 

MMdle  America  and  Caribbean  area  New  Orleans  (EP)  —'The  log  sive TV  program.  More  than  1  million 
~  member  bodies  of  the  Baptist  WorM  evangelical  Christians  took  part  in  the 
Howse  was  director  of  the  education  Alliance  (BWA)  have  pledged  $SM,0lB  survey  conducted  by  the  Church’s 
dvisim  of  the  BaptM  Sunday  School  toward  a  $1  million  goal  for  a  Family  Ufe  Commission. 

Board  m  Nashville  from  IM4  la  1171.  worldwide  immunication  program 
He  Is  survived  by  his  Wlfb.  ThefundscontribuledbylheBWAwii 
Genevieve  Morgan  Howse  of  go  to  a  pilot  immuidxation  program  ia  Eas^  Ratberferd,  N.  J.  iRNS) - 
Ridimai^;  a  brother,  Oarles  Howse  six  nations.  Ultimate  goal  of  the  totid  Thousands  of  charismatic  Christians 
of  San  Diego,  Calif.;  his  son  and  two  effort  la  to  rid  the  world  of  communis  of  all  backgrounds  and  denominations 
F*?™?****"  *  childhood  diseases  by  1180.  will  take  port  in  a  ”  Jesus  ’71“  rally  in 

The  family  requesU  memorial  trl-  ,  -  the  New  Jeesey  Giants  football 

butcsbemadeindierormofeontribu-  Raieigli.  NT  C.  (EP)*-  Churches,  stadium  in  the  Meadowlands  here  on 
tioM  to  the  Foreign  Miaston  Board.  schools,  state  Institutions  and  other  •***  *Te  of  Pentecost  Sunday. 
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1977  —  The  Year  In  Rdiigion 

(ConttaiuedframPalei)  '  ^ 


BAPTIST 


Bioinedical  ettiic*  cootinued  to  chaUense  reuglou*  thinken.  Such  inuM 
as  the  “right  to  die'’  were  involved  in  some  legal  esses,  and  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference  issued  a  document  saying  that  Catholic  hospitals  can 
perform  sterilizations  only  when  “a  more  serious"  evil  is  threatened. 

Unionization  of  teachers  at  Roman  Catholic  schools  enUngled  several 
Roman  Catholic  dioceses  in  battles  with  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  (NLRB),  which  appealed  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  a  loiser-court 
ruling  barring  it  from  ordering  bishops  in  Chicago  and  northern  Indiana  to 
bargain  coUecUvely  with  lay  teachm. 

Madalyn  O'Hair  opened  an  American  Atheist  Center  in  Texas  and  filed  a 
lawsuit  to  remove  religious  references  from  national  currency  and  the 
pledge  of  allegiance  to  the  U.  S.  flag.  She  also  embarked  on  a  series  of 
debates  with  Bob  Harrington,  the  flamboyant  “Chaplain  of  Bourbon 
Street." 

Another  controversial  figure.  Hustler  magazine  publisher,  La^ry  Flynt, 
was  convicted  of  pandering  charges  in  Cincinnati.  Several  months  later, 
he  announced -his  conversion  to  CSiristianity  and  cited  the  President’s 
sister,  Ruth  Carter  Stapleton,  as  a  major  influence  on  him. 

TheCatta  ' 

A  federal  district  judge  in  Newark  ruled  that  government-funded  classes 
in  Transcendental  Mentation  (TM)  held  at  several  New  Jersey  public 
schools  were  unconstitubonsl. 

Deprogramming  of  young  members  of  religious  groups  was  a  subject  of 
legal  battles. 

The  Unification  Church  also  drew  attention  in  connection  with  national 
conferences  on  science  and  uihan  ministry  held  by  groups  related  to  the 
Unification  movement.  A  report  by  the  Faith  and  Orditf  CUimmisaion  of  the 
National  Oxincil  of  Churches  called  the  Church  anti-Semitic  and  un¬ 
christian,  and  the  Parent-Teachers  Association  (PTA)  in  New  York  State 
voted  to  set  up  a  program  to  educate  parents  about  the  Church’s  teachings 
and  their  “dangers”  to  young  people. 

Another  controversial  religious  group,  the  Church  of  Scientology,  filed 
multi-million-dollar  daniage  suits  against  the  FBI  for  raids  on  its  centers 
in  Los  Angeles  and  Washington. 

Television  programming  drew  fire  for  its  emphasis  on  sex  and  violence. 
Several  religious  groups  filed  stockholder  resdutions  against  major  ad¬ 
vertisers,  and  directed  particular  attention  against  “Soap,"  an  ABC  com¬ 
edy  series. 

Two  documents  stirred  controversy  within  the  Roman  Catholic  Church ; 
a  Vatican  declaration  which  reaffirmed  the  traditional  Church  ban  on 
women  priests  and  a  study  on  human  sexuality  issued  by  the  Catholic 
Theological  Society  of  America  which  proposed  that  no  sex  act  should  be 
considered  intrinsically  evil. 

A  chapter  in  the  Luthem  (Dhurch-Missouri  Synod’s  long  doctrinal  con¬ 
troversy  ended  when  Dr.  John  Tietjen  was  formally  ousted  for  refusing  to 
conform  to  the  denomination’s  tliMlogical  principles. 

Communion  in  the  hand  was  officially  authorized  for  U .  S.  Otholics ,  and 
exconununication  of  divorced  Catholics  who  have  remarried  was  lifted  as 
a  penalty  by  a  Vatican  agency  at  the  request  of  the  U.  S.  bishops. 

Universal  Primacy 

In  January,  an  international  AnglicanCatholic  commission  issued  a 
statement  agreeing  that  some  type  of  universal  primacy  should  be  exer¬ 
cised  by  Rome.  Roman  (^tbc^c  dialogues  continued  with  groups  of 
Methodists,  Lutherans,  Disdples  of  Oiiist,  and  the  World  Alliance  of 
Reformed  (^lurches  during  the  year. 

Three  Christian  traditions  —  Methodist,  PresByterian,  and  Congrega¬ 
tional  —  merged  into  the  Uniting  Church  in’ Austr^ia  in  June.  The  United' 
Church  of  Christ  reopened  merger  talks  with  the  Christian  Church  ( Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ),  and  a  conference  organized  by  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  (COCU)  called  for  work  towards  a  form  of  “conciliar  fellowship” 
that  would  express  Christian  unity  at  all  levels. 


Convention  Board  Service 


AncUcan  Archbishoo  Donald  Coggaa  of  Canterbury  joined  in  a  service  of 
pr^^for  unity  ^Pope  PmU  •» VaUcan  in  April. 

Roman  Chtholic-Ehstem  Orthodca  lelabans  advanced,  with  Pope  Paul 
and  Ecumenical  Patriarch  Demetrio^livhcating  that  the  two  branches  of 
Christianity  were  rnovii^  toward  eventual  reunion. 

The  Anti-D^amation  League  (AOL)  of  B’nai  B’rith  and  Bet  Tzedek 
Legal  Services  filed  lawsuits  against  "buy-Christian"  directories, 
prompting  at  least  one,  the  “Christiaa  Business  Directory,’’  to  modify  its 
policy  of  accepting  ads  only  from  “bam-again"  Christians. 

rnadtaisiBg 

After  considerable  pressure  from  the  news  media,  directors  of  the  Billy 
Graham  Evangelistic  Association  voted  in  September  to  disclose  finances 
of  the  association  and  its  affiliates  hdg**"ung  with  1977.  In  November,  the 
U.  S.  Catholic  bishops  adopted  a  domprehensive  set  of  fund-raising 
guidelines  for  all  Catholic  agencies. 

The  bishops  found  themselves  defendants  in  an  98.6  million  lawsuit  filed 
by  Los  Angeles  music  publisher  Defnis  Fitzp^ick,  who  charged  that 
dioceses  across  the  country  were  guiUr  of  copyright  infringement  through 
the  use  of  “pirated”  hymnals. 

President  Jimmy  Carter,  the  natim’s  leading  Southern  Baptist,  an¬ 
nounced  in  June  that  he  is  personally  dipporUng  a  volunteer  missionary  as 
part  of  his  denomination’s  Bold  Misdon  T])|list  effort. 

Amnesty  IntemaUonal,  an  wrganiiation  that  reports  on  the  plight  of 
political  prisoners  around  thei  world,  leceived  a  Nobel  Peace  Prize,  as  did 
Mairead  Ckrrigan  and  Betty  Williams,  founders  of  the  Peace  People 
movement  in  Northern  Irriand.  The  overall  level  of  violence  in  Ulster 
declined  noticeably  during  the  year.  ’ 

When  Ukud  Party  leader  Menachem  Begin  was  elected  Prime  Minister 
of  Israel  in  the  Spring,  the  U.S.  government  interpreted  his  policies  as 
“hard  line”  and  feared  new  problems  in  the  Middle  East.  But  it  was  Mr,. 
Begin  who  greeted  Egyptian  President  Anwar  el-Sadat  when  the  Arab 
leader  arrived  in  Jerusalem  in  November  for  an  historic  peace  initiative. 

Other  positive  developments  in  foreign  relations  included  a  thaw  in 
U.S.-Hungary  relations,  which  was  furthered  by  evangelist  Billy 
Graham’s  visit  to  the  (Communist  country  followed  a  week  later  by  a 
delegation  of  U.S.  Catholic  leaders. 

Polish  Communist  leader  Edward  Gierek  visited  Pope  Paul  at  the  Vati¬ 
can  and  discussed  church-state  relations  with  him. 

Repressloi 

Two  Catholic  priesto  were  killed  by  a  rightist  group  in  El  Salvador  and 
all  Jesuit  priests  in  that  country  were  threatened  by  extremists.  Anti- 
Semitism  seemed  to  be  on  the  rise  in  Argentina,  and  two  U.S.  missionaries 
were  jailed  and  beaten  m  Brazil. 

Oiurdies  and  missionaries  faced  cAitinued  repression  in  several  Afri¬ 
can  countries.  The  Ugandan  regime  of  Idi  Amin  was  charged  by  religious 
leaders  around  the  world  with  the  murder  of  Anglican  Archbishop  Janaiu 
Luwum.  In  September,  the  Amin  government  announced  that  the  Angli¬ 
can,  Roman  CatboUc,  and  Orthodox  Churches  would  be  the  only  (Churches 
permitted  to  operate  in  the  country. 

The  death  of  black  leader  Steven  Biko  in  a  South  African  prison  drew 
protests  from  religious  groups  in  that  country  and  overseas. 

Seven  Roman  Catholic  missionaries  in  Rh^esia  were  murdered,  and 
that  country  expelled  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Donal  Lament  of  Umtali  and 
United  Church  of  Christ  missionary  Selwyn  Spray,  both  of  whom  had  been 
charged  with  aiding  guerrillas. 

The  military  regime  in  Ethiopia  drew  fire  from  missionaries  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  for  what  was  described  by  several  sourem  as  a 
“reign  of  terror”  there.  Congolese  Cardinal  Emile  Biayenda  was  kidnap¬ 
ped  and  murdered,,  as  was  a  United  Methodist  missionary  in  Zaire,  Dr. 
Glenn  Elschtruth. 

Pope  Paul,  who  celebrated  his  80th  birthday  in  1V77,  elevated  five  new 
cardinals. 


- ^The  Missions  Task - - — ' 

To  Covet  Is  Idolatry 

By  Jeha  Alexander,  Director,  StewardsUp  Departmeal 

nie  word  “covetous?’  keeps  rather  rough  company  in  the  letter^  of  Paul.  In 
RomaiM  1;1MJ,  he  talks  about  those  persons  given  over  by  God  to  a^eprt^te 
mind  as  “being  filled  With  all  unrighteousness,  wickedness,  COVETOUSNKS, 
maliciousness;  full  of  envy,  murder,  strife,  deceit,  malignity,  whisperers, 
backbiters,  hateful  to  God,  insolent,  haughty,  boastful,  inventors  of  evil  things, 
to  parents,  without  understanding,  covenant-breakers,  without 
natural  affection,  unmerciful:  who,  knowing  the  ordinance  of  God,  that  they  that 
practice  such  things  are  worthy  of  death,  not  only  do  the  same,  but  also  consent 
with  them  that  practice  them.”  „  ,  .  j 

'  InwritingtotheEphesianChrisUans(5:S),Paulsays,”ButfomicaUon,andaU 

or  COVETOUSNESS,  let  it  not  even  be  named  among  you,  as 
becometh  saints.”  Why?  Verses  M  states,  “For  this  ye  know  of  a  surety,  tl^M 
fornicator,  nor  unclean  person,  nor  CXJVETXJUS  MAN ,  WHO  IS  AN  IDOLATOR, 
hath  any  inheritance  in  the  Kingdom  of  (Christ  and  God.  Let  no  man  deceive  you 

with  empty  worn:  forbecauseof  these  things  cometh  the  wrath  of  God  upon  the 

sons  of  disobedience.  Be  not  ye  therefore  partakers  with  them.” 

(XJVETOUSNESS  is  the  desire  of  having  more.  The  word  designates  the  smful 
desire  which  goes  out  after  things  of  time  and  sense  of  every  form  and  kind. 
Hence  it  U  defined  by  Paul  (Col.  3:5)  as  idolatry,  the  worship  of  am^er  ^j^ 
than  God.  Lightfoot  says:  “Impurity  and  covetousness  may  be  said  to  divide 
between  them  nearly  the  whole  domain  of  selfishness  and  vice.” 

Paul  in  writing  to  the  Colossiah  church  instructed  them  to  “Put  to  death  . .  . 
(XIVETOUSNESS,  which  is  idolatry.”  New  Testament  usage  does  not  confim 
the  term  IDOLATRY  to  the  worship  of  images,  but  extends  it  to  the  soul’s 
devotion  to  any  object  which  usurps  the  place  of  God. 

A  coursory  reading  of  Paul’s  letters  leads  one  to  the  conclusion  that  his  day ,  as 
ours,  was  dominated  by  two  vices  that  enslaved  the  heathen  world,  immorality 

In  describing  false  teachers  and  bondservants  of  corruption,  Peter  (2:14) 
refers  to  them  as  “.  .  .  having  a  heart  exercised  in  COVETOUSNESS.”  Paul 
admonishes  ChrisUans  “not  to  speak  of  doing  such  a  thing,”  not  even  to  so  inurt 
as  mention  it  among  yourselves.  The  position  of  sainthood  or  separation  to  Gm, 
in  which  conversion  places  the  Christian,  is  so  far  apart  from  the  license 
world  as  to  make  it  utterly  incongruous  even  to  speak  of  the  inveterate  sins  of  a 
corrupt  heathenism.  . 

Paul  ties  CXIVETOUSNESS  to  a  long  list  of  lustful  passions  and  gold  provides 
the  means  for  indulgence.  The  inordinate  lust  for  wealth  sets  riches  in  the  place 

of  God  (Matt.  6:24)  and  leads  to  idolatry.  ^ _ 

COVETT  jUSNESS  is  the  root  of  so  many  other  forms  of  sin,  e.g.  departure  from 
the  faith  (1  Tim.  6:9-10);  lying  (II  Kings  5:2^25);  theft  (Joshua7:21);  d^estic 
trouble, (Prov.  15:27);  murder  (Ezk.  22:2);  indeed.  It  leads  to  "many  foolish  and 
hurtful  lusts”  (IHm.  6:9).  . 

(XIVETTOUSNESS  broke  out  just  after  Israel  entered  the  pronused  land  ( joen. 
7)  and  troubled  the  early  church  (Acts  5).  A  great  part  of  the  Jewish  law  was 
introduced  to  counteract  the  spirit  of  CX3VETOUSNESS.  , 

Today  1  hear  little  warning  against  it,  and  in  some  circles,  those  controlled  by 
it  are  elMted  and  honored.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  some  of  our  churches  have 
problems? 

Seminar  To  Help  With 
Church  Growth  Planning 


Baptist  T O  Featiiire^  ^ 
Chiircli  Training  Study  Courses 


(Quarterly  Baptist  Training  Day  in 
Jackson  will  concentrate  on  Church 
Training  study  courses  for  its  Jan.  19 
session.  It  takes  place  9:3(1  a.m.-3:30 
p.m.  at  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Jackson. 

Other  areas  of  study  include  Sunday 
School,  Clhiirch  Music,  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  and  Brotherhood.  Elach 
perdon  attending  the  Training  Day 
may  take  one  complete  course. 

The  Church  Training  courses  of¬ 
fered  on  the  Jan.  19  session,  include 
“Developing  Your  Church  Training 
Program,”  “Developing  Your  Adult 
Church  Training  Program,”  “De¬ 
veloping  Your  Youth  Church  Training 
Program,”  “Developing  Your  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Church  Training  Program,” 


and  "Training  Preschoolers  at 
Church.” 

Those  courses  will  be  taught  by  a 
group  of  consultants  from  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville,  in¬ 
cluding  Glenn  Smith,  Art  Criscoe, 
and  Ethel  Meindoo,  plus  Cynthia 
Parker  and  Darlene  Kodi. 

The  “Guide  to  Sunday  School  Ehi- 
largemenU’  course  wiU  be  taught  tqr 
Nd  Jackson  of  Nashville,  .using  the 
ACTION  Enrollment  Plan. 

“Congregational  Singing”  will  be 
taught  by  Dan  Hall  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Church  Music  Department. 

The  WMU  courses  are  entitled: 
“Persons  Not  Things:  Principles  of 
Mission  Action,”  and  “Helping  Per- 
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Pastor  ^^Pulls 
ly  OoUFSeS  Missions 

sons  Who  Griei'e.”  The  former  course  Phyllis  A.  Desbiea 

will  be  taught  by  David  M)rers,  Christ¬ 
ian  Social  Ministries  missionary  in  KANSASCITY,  Mo.  (BP)  — lnl988, 
Jackson  Swope  Park  Baptist  Church  here  took 

And  the  course,  ’’Brotherhood  Pro-  IS  young  people  to  work  a  week  long 
gram  of  a  Baptist  Church,”  will  be  Cijlorado^ 

tWh»y  Rusty  Griffin  and  Paul  Har-  ^  Tod^,  ^e  Jater,  teptism 
iSlof  the  sUte  Brotherhood  staff.  Budget  giftslwve  al- 

Books  for  tec  courses  may  be  purch-  most  doubled,  going  over  the  budget 
ased  at  the  conference.  Lunch  may  be  [or  nine  straight  years.  Mission  gifts 
purchased  for  $1:2^  at  the  Baptist  have  increaswl  over  500  pe^t,  in 
Building  across  the  street  from  the  aiMiUon  to  contributions  to  Southern 
church  ■■  Baptist’s  Cooperative  Program 

No  chUd  car.  wiU  be  provided.  'or  worldwide  missions  and 

other  gifts. 

Thirty  persons  have  made  serious 
commitments  to  home  and  foreign 
missions  where  fewer  than  half  a 
dozen  had  been  recorded  in  the  60-year 
history  of  the  church. 

That’s  what  happens^when  lay 
people  get  involved  in  missions  efforts, 
says  Olan  Runnels,  pastor  of  the  urban 
congregation. 

“Thousands  of  laymen  want  to  get 
out  and  do  something,”  Runnels  ex¬ 
pounds.  ’’They’ve  been  preached  at 
but  never  given  the  opportunity  for  ex- 
HallHehi  Penence.  the  opportunity  to  plug  into 
stamps  ••  meaningful  training  or  meaningful  in- 

Ministers’ 

Wives  Under 

.  _  _  Nine  yearaago.  Runnels  "pulled  the 

4.|i'  '  I  ’g-k  ’  cork  out  ”  Every  summer  since,  the 

church  has  sent  teams  to  do  a  variety 
of  missions  work  within  the  United 
The  last  weekend  in  January  U  the  SUtes.  Last  year  they  began  to  branch 
Ume  set  aside  tor  the  annual  retreat  out  into  foreign  missions,  providing  s 
for  Young  Ministers’  Wives  in  Missis-  dental/ medical  clinic  team  to  An-p 
sippi.  “Young”  In  this  instance  means  tigua.  West  Indies.  I 


conference  planning  materials  —  Is 
payable  in  advance.  To  register ,  send 
the  fee  to  the  Church  Administrabon 
Department,  127  Ninth  Ave.  North, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  372M. 
b  to  noilta _ .o  scil  ni  boiaqioilTSq 
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Ministers^ 
Wives  Under 
40  To  Meet 


A  “Planning  for  Church  Growth” 
seminar  will  be  held  in  Tupelo,  Jan. 
16-18,  at  Calvary  Baptist  Church. 

Sponsored  by  the 
Pastoral  Section  of 
the  Sunday  SchooJ 
Board’s  Church 
Administration  De¬ 
partment.  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist 

t  Convention  and  Lee 
County  Baptist  As¬ 
sociation,  the  semi- 
Andersou  nar  is  designed  for 
pastors,  church  staff,  church  council 
members,  and  long  range  planning 
committee  members. 

Harold  Anderson,  Lee  Oarnty  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  will  be  seminar  direc¬ 
tor.  Truman  Brown.  Jr.,  church  ad¬ 
ministration  consultant  for  the  Sunday 
School  Board,  and  Carl  Saveli,  pastor 
of  Woodville  Heights  Baptist  Church  in 
Jackson,  will  be  guest  seminar  lead¬ 
ers. 

The  seminar  will  help  persons  learn 
how  to  lead  a  church  to  define  its  mis¬ 
sion  and  how  to  develop  the  right  plan 
for  realizing  that  mission.  Particip¬ 
ants  will  discover  the  special  steps  the 
church  can  take  to  write  its  history  for 
the  next  one  to  three  years  through  an¬ 
nual  planning,  and  for  the  next  three  to 
ten  years  through  long  range  planning. 

The  seminars  will  also  deal  with 
ways  to  help  people  accept  new  ideas, 
moitivate  them  to  carry  out  work.as- 
signmmts,  and  will  explain  how  to  de-^ 
velop  a  functioning  church  council. 

A  $35  registration  fee  —  including 


Course 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
seen  the  teachings^f  this  book  in  a 
way  I  have  never  seen  it  before. 
Too  bad  such  a  course  is  not 
studied  by  all  preachers.” 

A  Florida  housewife  wrote:  “It 
(the  course)  has  enriched  my  life. 
It  is  enlightening  and  helpful  to 
those  who  take  (he  time  to  study 
the  Bible  and  answer  the  ques¬ 
tions.” 

Lillian  Scott,  coordinator  of  the 
course,  says  lessons  "are  not 
maib^.out  in  bulk,  but  are  sent  to 
individual  students.”  While  it  is 
intended  for  individual  study,  it 
can  be  used  for  group  discussions 
or  for  class  material  in  Bible 
studies. 

.  On  an  average  month,  some 
1,200  certificates  of  completion 
are  issued;  one  is  sent  with  the 
completion  of  each  book  in  the 
series.  Mrs.  Scott  says  there  is 
“no  way  of  knowing  how  many 
certificates  have  been  sent  out 
during  the  30  years  the  course  has 
been  in  operation.” 

In  addition  to  individual  en¬ 
richment,  the  course  also  has 
been  used  as  an  evangelism  tool. 

One  woman  wrote:  “Thank  you 
for  your  kind  help.  Two  more 
ladies  have  accepted  Christ  as 
Saviour  during  the  study  of  lesson 
six.  This  makes  everyone  of  the 
regulars  having  made  a  decision 
for  Him,  *a  total  of  more  than  50 
-over  the  past  four  years.” 


those  age  40  and  under. 


Runnels  sees  the  major  turning 


This  year’s  retreat  will  begin  on  Fri-  point  in  the  church’s  minMry  coming 
day  evening,  Jan.  27,  at  6.  and  WiU  con-,  tj,*  j^oond  year  of  the  missions  In¬ 
clude  during  mid-afternoon  on  Satur- 1  voivement. 


I  WANT  MY  CHURCH  TO  GROW 
by  C.  B.  Hogue  ' 


taw.  si»»tHt«t 


“ ''!).’'  K  lain 


or  ministers  of  music. 

This  year’s  program  will  featurt  experienced. 

Mrs.  W.  Bryant  Hicks,  of  Louisville.  The  group  suddenly  found  itself 
Kentucky,  as  fpeclal  guest.  She  wil  asked  to  diMribute  rriief  materials 

deal  with  deepening  the  spiritual  Ufe  a  (ram  the  Baptist  General  Convention 


the  minister’s  wife. 

Glenna  Stamps,  missionary  ts 


of  Texas. 

When  the  kids,  “Obviously  touched 


SuvUiWn  tin’r  w«<w-Tiieiuio«  o«iwi«iwii»/ey  aww  Fri— m/stsswo.  Tx  reieel 


N^agM,  and  ^  and  matured,”  related  their  experi- 

sionary  to  Italy,  wUl  be  on  the  prog  ^ 

SmaU  group  conferences,  •  rions  in  a  service 

lengthOianey  film,  and  plenty  of  gam  ^ 

food  and  feUowahip  wUl  highlight  this  Elected  first  vice-president  of  the 
retreat.  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 

Pre-registraUon  is  necessary  M  during  the  1977  annual  meeting  in 
order  for  the  WMU  Office  to  plan  W  Kansas  City,  Runnels  is  alro  a 
food  and  housing  Contact  Womsnl ,  member  of  the  Special  committee 
Miaaionary  Union,  Box  5M,  JackrA  studying  the  formation  of  the  Mission 
MS  39IK  for  further  Information.  Service  Corps  (MSC). 


If  you  hsvs  over  Mid  "I  want  my  church  to 
gcow,'  you  will  wsicoms  the  vision  snd  trssh- 
nass  this  book  offers  H  it  both  intpirational 
snd  pTKticsl  as  it  presents  cate  studies,  otters 
procedural  suggestions,  how-to-do-it  forms, 
basic  outlines,  and  worksheets  for  the  "church 
on  the  grow." 

At  dirsetor.  Evangriism  Section,  the  Home 
Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  C.  B.  Hogue  is  in  one  of  the  key  leadership 
positions  of  American  Christianity.  In  I  WsM 
My  ClMrth  It  lisw.  he  shares  his  vision  and  his 
commitment,  his  wide  experience  and  prKlical 
outlook. 

t5Je 


C.  B  Hogue  says.  “Concern  for  church 
growth  must  be  genuine." 


AwMslMbte  Mt 
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Editorials 


New  Year  Begins  .  .  . 

Not  Resolutions  But  Commitment 


New  Year’s  Day  is  actually  just 
another  day  on  the  calendar.  It  follows 
Dec.  31,  and  that’s  about  it.  The  sun 
comes  up  a  few  minutes  earlier  and 
sets  a  few  minutes  later  than  on  the 
day  before,  but  otherwise  it’s  about  the 
same. 

Because  it  represents  the  line  of  de- 
markation  between  an  old  year  and  a 
new  one,  however,  a  great  deal  of 
thought  Is  given  to  what  possibilities 


Rather  than  calling  it  a  New  Year’s 


might  exist  in  the  new  year  that  were  in  Bold  Mission  Thrust.  These  arc 
not  present  in  the  old  or  what  oppor-  evangelism  training  opportunitief  Resolution  it  might  be  well  to  make  it  a 
tunities  were  missed  in  the  old  year  that  will  be  the  prelude  to  simultane  commitment  to  the  Lord  to  be  as  dili- 
that  should  be  grasped  in  the  new.  ous  revival  efforts  in  black  and  Is  gent  in  His  service  as  it  is  possible  to  be 
Many  of  the  programs  oif  Mississippi  white  churches  in  1979,  the  ACTION  durii^  this  year  that  is  just  beginning. 
Baptists  in  19ra  will  be  much  the  same  program  that  is  proposed  for  all  the  Under  these  circumstances  it  will  be  a 
as  they  were  in  1977;  and  if  oppor-  churches  in  the  state  sometime  dur-  Happy  New  Year  for  all  of  us. 
tunities  were  missed,  the  new  year  of-  ing  September,  every  church  adoptini  d..  i 

fe«  a  chance  to  do  better.  a^onary  projS',  and  ev^^  wisJ!:^  f!^  aU  iU  ^^"TveJy 

Four  major  changes  will  come  along  ciaUon  ado^ng  an  out-of-sUte  proj-  and  nrofitable  New  Year 
because  of  Mississippi’s  involvement  ect. 


Faces  And  Places 


Ordination  Of  Women 


The  Issue  Looms  Larger 


The  ordination  of  women  is  becom-  Then  the  governmental  insistence  that  able  to  avoid  paying  taxes  on  his  hous¬ 
ing  more  and  more  of  an  issue  facing  there  be  no  sex  discrimination  made  ing. 

Southern  Baptists.  It  seems  to  be  one  certain  positions  such  as  the  cha|>-  Tliat  is,  unless  the  ordained  men 

of  those  things  which  is  not  even  laincy  open  to  women,  but  they  needed  purchase  more  and  more  expensive 

thought  about  for  many  years,  then  for  the  endorsement  of  their  denomina-  houses  and  furnishings  so  that  their 

some  reason  suddenlj^ppears  on  the  tions  before  being  able  to  assume  such  taxes  will  be  paid  on  less  salary.  It  was 
horizon  and  comes  on  The  scene  in  a  positions.  That  generally  meant  ordi-  noted  a  few  days  ago  that  some  religi- 
rush.  nation.  ous  organization  has  voted  to  allow  its 

The  writer  does  not  claim  to  be  an  So  out  of  the  increasing  complies-  ordained  men  up  to  40  per  dient  of  their 

authority  on  ordination,  but  one  is  left  tions  of  modern  living  has  come  this  salaries  for  housing.  But  then  one  has 

to  wonder  if  there  are  any.  Surely  confused  circumstance.  What  should  to  remember  that  he  has  to  pay  full 
there  are  varying  viewpoints  on  the  be  the  Baptist  position  on  it?  It  should  doUar  for  his  housing  while  he  gets  to 
nwHer.  be  whatever  the  Bible  dictates,  obvi-  claim  only  a  small  percentage  of  that 

Was  the  laying  on  of  hands  as  in  the  ously.  What  does  the  Bible  say?  View-  dollar  as  a  tax  return, 
case  of  Paul  and  Barnabas  (Acts  13;3)  points  differ,  but  there  is  no  ciear-cu  t.  On  the  surface  it  would  seem  that 

the  equivalent  of  our  ordination  today?  instance  of  a  woman  being  set  apart-  women  would  be  better  off  financially 

It  would  seem  to  be  the  case,  but  some  for  the  ministry.  There  are,  of  course  without  ordination  and  the  lack  of  it 
think  not.  And  was  there  ever  a  similar  (Rom.  16:1  and  I  Tim.  3:111,  passages  surely  should  not  affect  their  ministry, 
experience  for  Mark,  Silas,  and  that  some  think  could  mean  that  Ordination  of  women  presents  all 
Timothy?  -  women  served  as  deaconesses  in  those  sorts  of  other  complicated  questions 

One  thing  is  certain.  One  cannot  find  New  Testament  days.  This  discussion  that  haven’t  bedA  given  much  thought, 
grounds  for  ordaining  women  to  the  is  not  concerning  itself  with  deacons  For  instanep,  if  single  women  are  to  be 
ministry  in  the  New  Testament  There  and  deaconesses,  however,  but  with  ordained,  should  not  married  women 
is  no  mention  of  such.  ordinaUon  to  the  ministry.  be  also?  And  if  both  the  husband  and 

The  ordination  complication  that  There  is  no  question  but  that  South-  wife  are  ordained,  what  about  the  fed- 
faces  Southern  Baptists  today,  how-  em  Baptists  efforts  would  be  sevo-ely  eral  tax  break?  Should  both  get  it  on 
ever.'was  not  brou^t  on  by  scriptural  hampered  if  it  were  not  for  women  the  same  house? 
emphasis.  It  is  the  result  of  the  federal  serving  in  noaiiy  strategic  positions,  1708  discussion  was  prompted  by  a 
tax  break  lor  housing  for  ordained  including  those  of  missionary  and  story  carried  in  the  Bantist  Reewd 

peraflmnmmiHNiemai04BnB  ’TMy  setS^-eery  issue  of  Dk.  U.  Tbe  Tt^itsl  Bsrsrt 

ednanapu  wpulW’Mrpmuw.Ttt — mm  wuimui  aauiaUoitrTwwever,  W-  reportsonniae^aacii'WkRta^aeauqeu 
thb  tax  allowance  came  into  being  do  many  men  who  have  not  been  or-  feels  its  readers  have  a  right  to  know 
n»nyhpyff^ffeiiijyidW»Mivfair|  ^  VTr  along  ^de  or-  about  them.  Such  was  the  case  with 

fofthosesIrviiQn^  full-time  imml^  *  dimdnmTn’amilarcapa^es.  this  story.  It  gave  the  account  of  a  sur- 

try  situation  other  than  the  pastorate  The  irony  of  the  whole  thing  is  that  it  vey  taken  by  a'Home  Mission  Board 
to  be  able  to  receive  tbe  same  benefit.  >seems  any  ordinations  that  were  ac-  staff  member  to  be  used  in  preparing  a 

In  some  cases  the  Baptist  tradition  ,complished  for  the  sake  of  a  tax  break  master’s  thesis  on  the  attitudes  of 

whereby  a  church  called  for  a  person’s  are  about  to  backfire.  Because  of  the  Southern  Baptists  about  women  in  the 

ordination  after  he  had  been  called  to  a  new  Social  Security  bill,  it  will  not  be  ministry,  'fhere  is  no  disagreement 

position,  usually  pastor,  was  altered  to  long  before  the  extra  SO  per  cent  of  the  with  the  staff  member  conducting  the 

the  extent  that  the  person  himself  cal-  individual’s  portion  of  the  Social  Sec-  survey  or  using  the  findings  for  a  mas- 

led  for  the  ordinatioq  because  be  was  urity  Tax  that  the  ordained  man  has  to  ter’s  thesis.  One  might  question  wbe- 

serving  a  church  in  a  music,  youth,  pay  will  more  than  off  set  any  advan-  ther  a  survey  sampling  of  only  389 

education,  or  some  other  ministry,  ta^  he  gets  from  ordination  and  being  opinions  is  on  a  broad  enough  scale 


readers  shouldn’t  know  about  it.  them  in.  Suddenly  one  day  there  was  a  flurry 

For  those  who  might  has  missed  the  “P?"  *  there  was  a  man  of  excitement  all  through  the  house- 

report  of  the  survey  basically  it  *’''*** ®  cRsUe  in  a  far  country,  hold.  A  great  man  was  coming  to  din- 
seemed  to  indicate  that  ’most  Southern  ha**  Pl«>‘y  money,  a  charming  wr  and  ev^ing  must  be  just  rigbt^ 

Baptists  would  oppose  women  serving  wife,  and  three  beautiful  daughters.  Cap  o  Rushes  asked  who  the  great 
as  pastors  but  would  favor  ordaining  T’«ou8h  he  should  have  been  happy,  he  man  might  be  —  and  she  recognized 
them  for  other  areas  of  ministry  such  kept  worrying  about  which  of  his  the  name.  It  was  her  father, 
as  religious  education,  youth  work,  ^u^ters  loved  Hun  ^t.  One  day  he  C»p  h)ld  all  the jMistan 

and  social  ministries.  It  indicated  that  decided  to  ask  Mch  of  th^  the  <jie»-  what  to  prejwre.  ae  cooked  all 

one-third  of  Southern  BaptisU  would  “on.  ’’How  much  do  you  love  me?”  the  meat  herself,  all  without  a  speck  of 

favor  women  serving  as  deacons.  than  all  the  sa^  ^ 

....  .  w  »  u  .  .u  .  I.  gold  m  the  world.”  The  mght  of  the  banquet  came,  and 

l^t  It  nm  be  felt  that  this  wnter  h^  second  said,  “More  than  all  my  the  great  man  seemed  well  pleased 

anything  bm  the  highest  Kteem  for  the  fine  clothes  and  jewels.”  with  everything.  He  tasted  one  dish 

surveyor.  Clay  Price.  He  is  an  able  ^  lather  was  satisfied  with  their  and  then  another,  proclaiming  them 
young  man  of  some  years  a^uain-  answers.  Yet  he  secretly  hoped  his  all  first  rate.  And  then  he  tasted  the 
tanc^^  survey  was  made  ^a^  youngest  daughter  would  have  a  better  meat.  He  chewed  and  swallowed,  and 
the  ordination  «  women  rapidly  is  be-  reply;  she  was  his  favorite.  took  another  bite.  He  looked  around  at 

coming  more  of  an  issue.  “How  much  do  you  love  me?”  he  the  other  guests,  then  laid  his  head  on 

Likewise,  it  should  not  be  felt  that  asked  her.  his  arms  and  began  to  cry. 

the  writer  has  any  reason  to  question  “i  love  you  better  than  meat  loves  The  host  was  alarmed.  “What  is  it? 
the  validity  of  ordination  for  men  serv-  salt.”  What’s  wrong?” 

ing  as  ministers  of  educaUon,  muric,  cih!  He  was  incensed!  “She  does  not  “I  had  a  beauUful  daughter  once,” 
youth,  and  in  other  areas. ’The  writer  love  me  at  all,”he  thought.  He  sent  her  the  great  man  said.  “I  thought  she 
has  lived  from  the  tune  when  01^  away  from  his  house  and  told  her  he  didn’t  love  me,  and  I  sent  her  away. 

when^  never  wanted  to  sew  her  again:  ’  Now  I  know  that  she  loves  me  more 

pracnce  is  much  more  wide  spread.  In  her  grief,  she  left  wit^t  takit«  than  anything  in  the  world;  and  1  doaH. 

In  the  earlier  days  pastors  generally  any  extra  clothes.  She  walked  and  even  know  where  shels!” 
didn’t  make  enou^  money  to  pay  in-  walked,  not  knowing  where  to  go.  As  Capo’Rushes  had  been  standing  just 
come  taxes,  and  they  were  not  eligible  night  drew  near  and  the  wind  b^an  to  outside  the  door,  listening.  Now  she 
for  Social  Security.  blow,  she  began  to  shiver.  Alongside  a  came  running  in  to  throw  her  arms 

It  will  be  many  years  before  it  is  a  lake  she  found  some  rushes  growing  around  her  father’s  neck, 
generally  accepted  practice  for  and  wove  them  into  a  coat  and  cap  for  And  so  I  say,  like  Bill  Garrett  said  in 
women  to  be  ordained  to  the  ministry,  herself.  the  bulletin  of  First  Church,  Starkvil- 

Some  women  may  not  appreciate  such  Finally  she  saw  a  light  in  a  window,  le;  “Ttie  world  needs  salty  (Christians, 
circumstances,  but  they  will  serve  to  She  went  to  the  kitchen  door  of  the  ...  What  the  world  needs  now  is  love 
the  extent  of  their  abilities  regardless,  great  stone  mansion  and  timidly  demonstrated  by  the  people  of  God 
And  we  will  all  profit  because  of  knocked.  A  servam  boy  answering  the  who  are  known  as  ‘salt’  for  the  Lord 
their  service.  *  door  saw  her  and  began  to  laugh.  Jesus  Christ.” 


ChristiSh  Action 


Guest  Editorial  ... 

Tribute  To  A  Texan 
Adopted  By  Georgia 


Book 

Reviews 


Lebanon  Legislation  Conference 


NOT  OCR  KIND  OF  FOLKS?,  Comi 
piled  by  Dick  Brogaa,  Broadman:  133 
pages;  paper. 

This  is  a  small  book  in  which  six  aul 
thors  bare  their  souls  concerning  their 
own  prejudices.  These  are  not  just  rai 
cial  but  also  include  prejudices  of  re* 
ligious,  social,  cultural,  educational, 
more  important  was  the  depth  and  the  theological,  and  political  nature, 
quality  by  which  these  ministries  The  six  writers  are  Brogan,  the  di. 
grew.  Thoroughly  CTiristian  in  every  rector  of  the  Department  of  C!oopera( 
conceivable  measure.  Dr.  Rutledge  in-  tive  Ministries  with  National  Baptists 
fused  the  entire  home  mission  enter-  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
prise  with  a  quiet  but  resolute  integrity  Board;  S.  L.  ^wman,  p^tor  of  th« 
which  brought  respect  and  praise  from  Greater  Clark  Street  Baptist  (Church  it 
every  segment  of  American  religious  Jackson;  Owen  Coo^r,  retired  presf 
life.  dent  of  Mississippi  Chemical  Corpj 

Those  who  worked  for  Arthur  B.  Rut¬ 
ledge  knew  him  to  be  a  dogged  fighter 
and  a  facile  administrator.  But  they 
also  knew  hiiq  to  be  a  tender  and  pa¬ 
tient  friend.  Many  employees  looked 
upon  him  as  a  grandfather,  a  “father 
c^essor”  as  much  as  a  boss. 

Many  especially  remember  leader¬ 
ship  In  race  relations  taken  by  Dr.  Rut¬ 
ledge  and  the  Home  Mission  Board  at  a 
time  when  America  desperately 
needed  reconciling  words  and  actions 
from  Christian  spokesmen.  Dr.  Rut¬ 
ledge  and  his  co-workers  set  a  Christ¬ 
ian  standard. 

Orta  of  his  most  treasured  honors 
came  when  the  SBC  Christian  Life 
(tommission  asked  him  to  share  in  its 
award  to'Walker  L.  Knight,  editor  of 
Home  Aftsstont  magazine.  They  said 
in  effect,  “Walker  Knight  could  not 
have  been  the  courageous  editorial 
leader  he  has  been  without  adminis¬ 
trative  freedom  and  support  given  by 
Arthur  B.  Rutledge.” 

Dr.  Rutledge  loved  Georgia  and  the 
Atlanta  Braves  almost  as  much  as  he 
Iqved  Texas  and  the  Baylor  Bears. 

Georgia  Baptists  honor  his  memory 
and  extend  to  his  family  our  sympathy 
and  prayer. 

Jack  Harwell 
ChrtsBaa  Index  i  . 


The  first  part  of  the  meeting  consists  Mississippi.”  They  are  interested  in 
By  J.  Clark  Hensley  of  a  statement  concerning  issues  that  knowing  how  the  people  feel  about  is- 

conwnittee  members  feel  ought  to  sues,  and  although  they  do  not  always 
For  several  years  now,  urtaernie'  w  bPHight  to  the  attention  of  the  legis-  agree,  nor  always  able  to  carry  out  the 
leadershipof  Dr.  Joel  D.  Ray,  director  lators.  The  legislators,  in  turn,  are  wishes  of  their  constituency,  most  of 
of  missions  of  Lebanon  Baptist  As-  asked  to  respond  as  a  panel  to  these  our  legislators  really  want  to  know 
sociation,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  C.  Thomas,  various  issues.  how  their  constituents  feel, 

chairman  of  the  Christian  Action  ■  jn  my  judgment,  one  of  the  reasons 

Committee,  there  Iim  been  conducted  I  have  been  attending  these  sessions  for  the  success  of  these  meetings  is 
a  legislation  conference  that  could  quite  regularly  since  their  inception  that  they  adhere  strictly  to  the  time 
well  sei^e  as  a  model  for  other  associ-  and  have  noticed  the  good  reception  by  schedule.  12  noon  until  1:30  p.m.  The 
ations  in  the  State  of  Mississipi.  A  the  legislators  as  the  sessions  are  con-  sessions  have  been  held  at  the  William 
luncheonmeetingusuallyheldthefirri  tinued  on  an  annual  basis.  At  first,  Carey  College  cafeteria;  and  while  the 
part  of  December,  the  conference  is  there  seemed  to  be  a  little  defensive-  legislators  are  guests  of  the  associa- 
attended  by  Christian  Action  Commit-  ness  on  the  part  of  the  legislators,  but  tion,  the  others  pay  for  their  own 
tee  members,  pastors,  and  church  currently  they  all  seem  to  feel  as  Rep.  lunch. 

leaders.  Invited  to  the  meeting  bre  Stone  Barefield  expressed  it  in  a  re-  I  commend  this  type  conference  as  a 
legislators,  senators,  and  representa-  cent  meeting:  “I  think  this  should  be  pattern  to  be  followed  by  other  coun- 
tlves  from  the  area.  _  done  in  every  county  in  the  State  of  ties  of  our  slate. 


Baptist  Convention;  James  M.  Porch, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Tut 
iahoma,  Tenn. 


^  and  Robert  M.  Shur< 
den,  assistant  professor  in  the  Division 
of  Religion  at  Mississippi  College. 

Readers  will  be  inspired  by  hoW 
these  men  have  dealt  with  prejudices 
of  one  or  more  of  the  types  mentioned 
aboi»  as  they  have  moved  on  their  pil- 


Cooperative  Effort :  . 

Join  Hands  For 

0 

Bold  Mission  Thrust 


grimages  through  life.  The  bool 
should  help  to  prepare  the  way  for  th 
state-wide  simultaneous  revival  to  b 
held  in  black  churches  and  in  whii 
churches  In  April  of  1979 

<  By  Michael  L.  Speer  There,  in  a  nutshell,  is  the  principle  Program  giving  by  1962  we  must  jo 

A  BOOK  FOR  ALL  SEASONS  byf  Stewardship  ConunisMea,  SBC  of  the  CooperaUve  Program.  We  do  hands  and  walk  together  in  the  san 
Resalya  Rikel  Ramage,  lUastrated  byf  During  a  hike  in  the  woods,  a  group  things  bettw,  we  produce  more,  and  direction. 

DeanSheHoa  iBreadmaa.Mpp.  t3.Kto  of  Royal  Ambassadors  came  across  an  we  live  better  by  helping  each  other. 

Spring,  summer,  autumn,  winter  .  ^  abanAmed  section  of  railroad  track.  Thq,  fellow  who  lends  a  helping  hand  **  **  1®*"  *’“"<*•  W 

Here  are  poems  for  children,  aboutalk  Each,  in  turn,  tried  walking  the  rails  benefito  himself  at  the  same  Ume  as  he  BfRce  o<  giving,  we  will  knowHhe  joy  i 
the  seasons. ’The  intriguing  full-paiAilMl  eventually  lost  his  balance  and  fell  helps  someone  else,  k  being  a  “good  and  faithful  servant. 

Illustrations  make  the  book  a  doubw  ®®-  '  reverse  is  also  true.  When  we  churches  will  grow  as  we  increai 

pleasing  one.  ^  Suddenly  two  of  the  boys,  after  con-  don’t  help  eacA  other,  when  we  refuse  off  glR»  f®f  the  support  of  vital  mini 

*  suiting  privately,  boasted  that  they  to  cooparate,  tHe  whole  system  starts  0“^  state  conventions  an 

IN  TUW  isoBMiiur;  not- .r^  ^  !,  could  both  walk  the  entire  length  of  the  to  crumble  and  fall.  Stmthem  Baptist  Convention  agencli 

tlaas  far  tbe  New  Dav  without  falling  off.  Challenged  to  For  Southern  BapUsts  to  be  success-  ***  ■•>•*  t®  «P«n<i  their  ministry  i 

Ftareace  M  Tavlar  Krais  PmuiA*  g®®<*  •*’**'' •'*®  •*®y*  ful  in  Bold  Mission  Thrust  and  to  share  •?«•»  where  the  hurts  of  humanity  ai 
lag  lac.  New  Caaaaa  Cans  2?  Juniped  up  op  oppoaite  rails,  reached  the  gospel  with  every  person  in  the  the  greatest, 
pa^;  »4’.9I.  ’  ^  oiit  to  Uke  each  other  by  the  hand,  a^  worid  by  the  year  2610  A.D..  we  must  Reach  out  and  join  hands.  Cortm 

A  short  devotional  and  a  scripturJl^  thear  Ire  section  of  track  with  undergird  our  ^orto  financiaUy  To  yourself  to  become  a  Bold  Believer  i 

verse  fdr  each  day  of  the  year.  ^  no  difficulty,  whatever.  reach  ow  goal  of  doubling  Cooperative  Giving  tor  our  Bold  Mission  Thrust! 
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Cauthen  The  Man  Emerges 
In  ‘A  Man  For  All  Nations 


By  B«bStMtey 

RICHMOND — “Don’t  let  hi*  size  or 
hi*  youthful  looks  fool  you.  Judge  him 
by  the  set  of  his  jaw,  the  fire  in  hit  eyes, 
the  persuasiveness  of  his  hmguj,  and 
the  sharpness  of  his  mind.” 

This  comment  was  part  of  at!  9let- 
ter  which  a  college  president  ir  Bast 
Texas  wrote  to  introduce  Baker  V  ames 
Cauthen  to  Baylor  University. 

“Get  ready  for  this  yout^  man,”  A. 
W.  Birdwell  advjsed  Bible  PrMessor  J. 
B.  Tidwell.  “He  has  unlimited  poten¬ 
tial.  He's  already  a  better  pr«Kdier 
than  most  men  in  Texas,  and  be  just 
turned  nineteen.” 

Birdwell's  prophetic  words,  to  be 
fulfilled  in  a  missions  career  that  has 
spanned  Si  years,  are  one  of  the  many 
glimpses  of  Cauthen  contained  in 
JesseC.  Fletcher’s  biography,  “Baker 
James  Cauthen:  A  Man  for  All  Na¬ 
tions,”  just  released  by  Broadman 
PreS8,(272  pp.,  SS.K). 

The'  biography,  srritten  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  offers  personal  in¬ 
sights  into  Cauthen  the  man  as  well  as 
a  comprehensive  look  at  the  missions 
program  which  he  has  directed  for  the 
past  23  years.  All  royalties  from  the 
book  will  go  to  foreign  missions. 

Cauthen,  now  recuperating  from  a 
Sept.  IS  heart  attack,  is  portrayed  in 
the  book  as  a  man  of  single-minded 
dedication  to  the  Lord’s  work.  ' 

The  author  says  in  the  preface  that 
he  has  “tried  to  tell  an  honest  story 
from  the  disadvantage  point  of  his  owa. 
friendship  with  and  obvious  admira¬ 
tion  for  the  Cauthens.” 

Fletcher,  author  of  such  previous 
missionary  biographies  as  “Bill  Wal¬ 
lace  of  China”  and  “Wimpy  Harper  of 
Africa,”  worked  doaely  with  Cauthen 
as  a  member  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  administrative  staff  from  1960 
to  1975,  when  he  left  to  become  pastor 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  He  recently  was  elected 
president  of  Hardin-Simmons  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Abilene,  Tex. 

In  his  latest  work,  Fletcher  does  not 
try  to  hide  the  fact  that  Cauthen  has 
critics.  Not  everyone  agrees  with  the 
missions  strategy  Cauthen  has  helped 
project,  nor  the  way  he  carries  it  out. 

Vigilant  against  any  move  that 
would  parcel  out  the  foreign  missions 
task  to  other  agencies.  Cauthen  has 
been  known  to  win  his  battles,  then  be 
so  grieved  in  his  victory  that  he  would 
“give  away  the  spoils,”  Fletcher 
writes. 

John  Jeter  Hurt,  recently  retired 
ednMdgrww-MxM’  BiiptistMSBdaftl. 
once  wrote  Cauthen: 

“I  think  I  know  you  well  enough  to 
know  you  are  suffering  tremendously 
today  for  having  been  forced  into  a 
verbal  battle,  and  it’s  entirely  possible 
your  suffering  is  even  greater  because 
you  were  victorious.” 


MiMionaries 
on  FuHottgh 


*  Lists  missionaries  due  for  fur- 
tough  and  scheduled  dates. 


Qualifications  Of 
A  Pasidr^s  Wife 


She  must  have  a  file  cabinet  mind 
that  can  produce  Sunday  School  les¬ 
sons  and  devotionals  at  a  moment’s 
notice,  detailed  statistics  on  the  mis¬ 
sion  offering  over  the  past  ten  years. 

Above  all  she  must  have  a  two  way- 
radio  bratai  in  order  to  locate  husband 
in  one  minute  flat,  regardless  of 
whether  he  is  ki  his  study,  calling  on 
prospects,  visiting  in  the  hospital,  or  at 
the  pastor’s  mealing.  (EBPS) 


“Baptist  Program” 

Most  of  us  have  seen  this  list  of  qual¬ 
ifications  of  a  pastor  —  He  must  be 
young  but  experienced;  education  but 
Bot  preached  over  our  heads;  preacha 
powerful  sermon  but  dismiss  by  12 
O’clock;  preach  relevant  truth  but  not 
step  on  our  toes. 

^t  what  of  the  pastor’s  wife?  Too 
long  she  has  been  neglected  by  the  cri¬ 
tics.  Not  really;  gossips  have  talked 
about  her  for  years,  but  not  in  print.  It 
is  time  for  her  to  join  her  husband  in 
type.  There  is  both  truth  aixl  humor  in 
the  description. 

Her  ears  should  have  an  automatic 
sifter  for  sorting  out  information  that 
can  be  repeated  from  that  to  be  kept 
confidential.  Her  mouth  should  always 
be  smiling,  saying  good  things.  She 
should  have  thTM  eyes,  the  two  in  front 
to  read  music  as  she  plays  the  piano, 
while  with  the  third  she  watchn  her 
children  on  the  front  pew  to  make  sure 
they  behave  like  the  preacher’s  kids 
should. 

She  should  have  at  least  four  hands 
to  keep  the  house  neat  at  all  times,  sew 
for  all  the  family,  bake  better  cakes 
than  anyone  else  for  the  church  picnic, 
raise  the  children  to  be  examples  of 
obedience,  intelligence  and  ach  ieve- 
ment.’and  be  always  first  to  do  extra 
work  at  church. 

Her  feet  should  be  trim  and  dainty, 
yet  large  and  substantial  enough  for 
all  the  working,  walking  and  stuxling 
of  her  job.  Her  hair  should  be  divided 
down  the  middle,  half  in  the  fashion  of 
the  day  and  half  in  a  conservative 
“motherly”  style. 

Her  dsthe*  thooM  never  be  new  be¬ 
muse  that  would  make  her  a 
spendthrift,  never  oM  because  that 
would  prove  her  out  of  touch,  never 
fancy  because  that  would  indicate 
worldliness,  and  never  plain  because 
that  would  mean  she  was  too  cons^a- 
tive. 

Her  figure  must  not  be  too  trim  be¬ 
cause  that  would  indicate  vanity,  but 
not  too  matronly  because  that  would 
mean  she  lacked  will  power. 


WELCOME 

TWO  OLD  FRIENDS! 


Bsksr  James  and  Eloise  Cauthen  look  over  the  first  copy  of  Jesse  Fletcher's 
biography.  "Baker  James  Cauthen:  A  Man  for  Ail  Natiorts."  just  published  by  Broad¬ 
man  Press.  This  photo  was  made  in  the  Cauthen  home  in  Richmortd  as  Cauthen 
continues  to  recuperate  from  a  Sept.  18  heart  attack.  The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board's  executive  director  is  taking  two  mHs  walks  daily  and  is  reported  to 
be  making  excellent  progress  toward  full  recovery.  (FMB  photo  by  Ken  Lawson) 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 


WritB  tm  pricB  IbKbs 

"/iifmwlkMM/ly  iknoufi  -tpecif^ititt 

NOtftlS  BOOKftINDINO  CO. 

90K  -  Gf— wuiBod  Misa  3CR10 


NMd  h«*p  in  tludyino  piAnning 
your  Sun^  School  tcsoont?  BrooO> 
man  annually  pubiiahea  two  helpful 
commontahaa  on  tha  Intamational  Uni- 


The  board  faithfully  chronicles  the  Kweilin  to  seek  shelter  in  the  caves 
achievements  of  the  ^uthen  years  at  during  the  air  raids.  Later  the  children 
the  board.  When  he  became  executive  were  to  remember  these  times  less  for 
secretary  in  1954,  Southern  Baptists  the  sound  of  the  bombs  being  dropped 
had  910  missionaries  in  32  countries,  than  for  the  “Winnie  the  Pooh”  stories 
Today  this  total  stands  at  2,793  mis-  which  Cauthen  read  to  them, 
sionaries  in  90  countries.  Worse  testing  was  ahead:  Mrs. 

Under  Cauthen’s  leadership  a  25-  Cauthen’s  severe  illness,  a  pleural  ef- 
year  program  has  been  launched  cal-  fusion  that  resulted  in  a  collapsed 
Iingfor5,000careefmissionariesinl25  'VtS;  Cauthen’s  calling  in  the  mis- 
countries  to  help  accomplish  the  goal  sionaries  to  pray  for  his  wife  as  he 
of  sharing  Christ  as  gospel  with  aU  the  anointed  her  forehead  with  oil ;  the 
people  of  the  world.  doctor  saying,  “She’s  turned  the 

Yet  the  story  that  Fletcher  tells  is  comer.  She’s  going  to  make  it”;  and 
more  than  just  the  Baker  James  Anally  their  evacuation  by  Air  Force 
Cauthen  story.  It  is  the  story  of  a’  plane,  Eloise  in  a  stretcher  and 
couple  —  of  Cauthen’s  first  introduc-  Cauthen  and  the  children  strapped  into 
tion  to  Eloise  Glass  while  both  were  at  bucket  seats. 

Baylor,  his  marriage  proposal  while  The  book  also  provides  many  per- 
they  were  at  ^thwestern  Baptist  s«»al  details :  his  habit  of  taking  walks 
Theological  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  I®  Pray  as  he  prepares  to  preach;  the 
Tex.,  and  their  later  struggle  to  know  Cauthens’  reading  to  each  other  as 
whether  God  wimted  him  to  remain  a  lltey  <lrive  to  hU  frequent  speaking  m- 
pfeacher  and  seminary  teacher  or  gagements;  and  lus  careful  attention 
volunteer  for  missionB.  'll*!  afKl  exercise  that  helped  him 

Fletcher  feels  the  evenU  of  the  overcome  a'  tendeiKy  toward  high 
CmMMMi’  llrsl  WiisaibaaTy  tonh  In  btoodpresstitw— a  diwytiw  thefwnw 
North  China  were  pivotal  in  the  sub-  is  aiding  in  his  recovery  from  the  heart 

sequent  direction  of  Cauthen’s  life.  As  , 

the  Japanese  moved  closer  in  their  The  biography  cloaes  with  Cauthen  s 
conquest  of  China,  it  became  routine  fervent  missions  appeal  to  14,000 
for  the  Cauthens  to  gather  up  their  two  Southern  Baptists  at  the  Apnl  197^p- 
young  children.  Carolyn  and  Ralph,  pointmmt  service  in  AtlanU’s  Orniu 
and  run  up  the  rocky  hill  outside  auditorium.  As  God  once  again  used 
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Train  for  Overseas 
Stewardship  Projects 

Agroup  of  Mississippi  pastors  Intorsstod  In  psrtleipation  In 
ovarssas  stswardslilp  prp|sets  ars  baing  tralnag  as  a  task 
fores  avallabla  to  assist  tha  Foraign  lllasion  Board  In 
stowardahip  aducation.  Raqusats  ara  coming  In  Jrom  ovar 
tha  taorld  for  haip  in  training  national  pastors  and  ohurchas  In 


Christian  stawardship. 


Thasa  day-long  training  salsions  bagin  at  10  A.M.  Any 
intarastad  pastor  who  foals  his  church  would  ba  willing  to 
maka  It  possibla  for  him  to  paidclpata  should  oantact  tha 
Stawardship  Dopartmant,  Box  530,  Jackson,  30205  for  a 
rasorvation.  Parsonnal  from  tha  Stawardship  Dopartmant 
and  tha  Foraign  Mission  Board  will  load  tha  training  sas- 
sions. 

M*«tings  are  scheduled  as  follows: 

First  Baptist  Church,  Hfttiesburg,  February  27 
Baptist  Building,.  Jackson,  February  28 
First  Baptist  Church,  Grenada,  March  1 
Following  tha  training  sassions,  a  list  of  thosa  attanding  will 
ba  forwardad  to  Dr.  Joa  Undarwood  In  Richmond,  Va. 


“A  word  fitly  spoken  is  like  apples  of 
gold  in  pictures  of  silver”  (Piwerbs 
25: 11).  What  a  beautiful  flow  of  words! 
They  truly  are  like  apples  of  gold  in 
pictures  of  silver.  To  be  able  to  express 
yourself  is  a  gift  from  God.  If  we  ask 
His  guidance  in  the  woHs  we  say,  as 
we  strive  for  communication.  He  will 
direct  our  course.  So  many  people  in 
the  Bible  felt  handicapped  bMause  of 
difficulty  in  expressing  themselves, 
but  it  is  noted  that  ea^  of  them  be¬ 
came  outstanding  servants  of  God  in 
communication  and  leadership  of  Ris 
people.  Likewise  we  today,  if  we  trust 
and  have  faith,  can  learn  to  speak 
words  of  wisdom  at  the  right  time. 
When  needed,  in  our  own  way  we  can 
speak,  write,  or  communicate  words 
that  arc  pleasing  to  our  Lord.  —  Lena 
Scott  Price. 


I  remember  how  hard  I  coughed  home  were  more  needful  at  the  time, 
with  whooping  cough  when  I  was  a  lit-  I  rememwi'  and  remember  and  re¬ 
tie  girl,  choking,  heaving,  gasping,  but  member  and  remember  bow  my  pa- 
I  also  remember  the  squeak  of  the  rents  plained  and  re-planned  their 
rocker  when  I  rested  in  strong,  gentle,  Uves  to  mlOde  me,  then  to  include 
loving  arms  after  the  spasm  ended.  James,  tliwi  to  include  our  bosrs,  and 
I  remember  how  my  foot  throbbed  now  to  include  two  boys’  wives, 
stabbit^ly,  swollen  arid  furiously  red.  Now  it’s  our  turn, 
after  I  stepped  on  a  nail  when  1  was  a  Fortunately,  Mother  and  Daddy  can 
little  girl,  but  I  also  remember  the  soft  pravlde  for  themselves,  but  after  two 
hands  that  placed  cool  wet  rags  on  my  months  in  the  hospital,  they  need 
hotface.  someone  to  care  for  them,  in  much  the 

I  remember  how  cold  my  bed  would  same  ways  they  cared  for  me  all  my 
be  in  our  non-centrally  heated  house  life — to  te  sure  they’re  warm,  to  cook  - 
during  a  quickly  onsetting  cold  spell,  the  food  they  think  they  can  eat,  to  be 
but  I  remember  the  luxury  of  being  sure  caring-sounds  are  there  for  their 
wrapped  in  a  blanket  warmed  by  the  ears  to  hear, 
heater  and  being  slipped  between  the  We’d  love  to  move  them  to  our  house 
covers  like  a  mummy  into  its  crypt,  for  this  time,  which  may  be  weeks  or 
but  I  was  awake  and  feeling  loved.  may  be  months  until  they  can  care  for 
I  remember  that  my  tonsillectomy  themselves,  but  they  want  to  be  at 
during  a  mild,  later-detected  case  of  their  house.  So,  we  are  planning  our 
scarlet  fever  confined  my  family  for  lives  to  include  them,  even  though  it 
quite  a  while,  but  I  also  remember  the  means  some  changes  for  a  while, 
cold  ice  cream  that  trickled  down  my  I’m  not  thankful  for  their  suffering 
sore  throat  from  the  spoon  someone  or  frailty,  but  I  am  thankful  to  have  a 
always  willii^ly  held,  and  I  remember  husband  and  children  who  have  the 
that  everyMy  in  the  family  cooked  gumption  and  sense  of  family  to  say 
everything  I  thought  I  wanted  to  eat  that  we’ll  all  work  to  make  thU  a  goocL 
when  I  was  finally  well  ei^gh  to  eat,  time  for  everybody  involved,  espe- 
though  one  bite  was  usual^  all  I  ate.  cially  those  two  dear  parenU  who  have 

I  remember  trips  my  folks  had  to  been  so  great  to  us.- 
cancel  or  postpone  because  of  me.  1  I’d  say  that  turn  about  care  is  fair 
remember  dothes  they  didn’t  buy  be-  play. 

cause  I  needed  something  for  a  special  To  say  nothing  of  turn  about  love, 

occasion.  I  remember  times  when  After  all,  the  family  is  a  divine  in- 
Mother  needed  to  work  but  didn’t  be-  sUtution,  too. 
cause  she  knew  mother-sound*  at  Happy  New  Year  to  you.  also! 


NOW  AVAILABLE  TO  AGES  64  AND  OVER 
Guaranteed  Issue 
All  pre-existing  conditions  covered 
Immediately— No  waiting  period 
MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

(Policy  Form  376)  ' 

Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay 
Benefits  for 

•  Hospital  •  Doctor  •  Surgeon  •  Nurse  •  Skill 

Nursing  Home  ot  Extended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home 

For  Full  Information,  Fill  out  coupon  and  Mail  To: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Insurance  Co. 

E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance  Agency 
P.  O.  Box  5720 
Jackson,  Ms.  39208 
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Lord,  I  Lied 

Almighty  God,'  ax  I  sit  here  tonight 
surrounded  by  newspapers  and  lulf 
watching  television,  it  hM  just  come  to 
me  that  I  have  lied  to  Thee  and  to  my¬ 
self.  I  said  I  was  ’’too  tired”  to  go  to 
church  toni^.  That  was  not  true.  I 
would  have  gone  to  a  ball  game, 
P.T.A.,  to  visit  a  friend,  or  any  other 
place  I  wanted  to  go.  Being  “too  tired” 
seented  to  cover  my  indifference.  God. 
have  mercy  on  me,  I  have  lied  to  Thee 
and  to  my^f.  1  am  not  “too  tired”  I 
am  INDIFFERENT  and  UNCON¬ 
CERNED.  Warm  my  cold  heart,  0 
God.  For  that  is  the  real  reason  why  I 
stayed  home.  Amen.  —  Ihe  Glester 


Bathtub  Becomes  Baptistry 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  (BP)  —  Russell  Rash,  his  entire  left  side  paralysed 
from  a  St rtAe  and  confined  to  a  convalescent  hospital,  was  19  years  old  when  he 
became  a  Christian. 

Ignoring  the  limitations  of  hi*  condition.  Rash  toM  visitors  by  his  Sacramento, 
Calif .  hospital  bed  that  he  wanted  to  be  baptised.  Doctors  objected  to  his  leaving 
the  convalescent  hospiUI  and  the  problems  of  getting  Rash  into  and  out  of  a 
baptistry  appeared  too  great. 

’hiOT  Ethel  Herman,  a  member  of  the  Arden  Baptist  Church  in  Sacramento 
who  frequently  visited  Rash  and  had  a  hand  in  his  becoming  a  Christian.  loU  her 
pastor  John  Berry  of  Rash’s  wish.  Berry  decided,  “If  he  can’t  come  to  the  church, 
we  would  take  the  church  to  him.”  ^ 

The  bathtubs  in  the  hospital  were  large  and  in  a  separate  room  and  hospital 
personnel  were  trained  to  lift  patienU  into  and  out  of  the  tubs. 

So  with  Rash  sitting  in  a  tab  filled  to  nearly  overflowing  in  the  room  crowded 
with  members  of  the  Arden  Baptist  Church.  Bmy  kneeled  beside  the  tub  and  laid 
him  backwards  into  the  water,  fulfiHing  Rash’s  dream  of  six  months. 

“No  church  baptismal  service  was  ever  more  beautiful,”  Berry  said. 


'*  YOU  CAN  DO  m 
Our  Inapiraltonal  and  motivational 
matarials  ancouraga  Christian 
growth  and  intluoncaCartMays.au- 
thor  of  TilE  CLOWN  (Banaon).  YOU 
CAN  DO  m  (Broadman).  and  othar 
dynamic  works,  will  sand 
brochures. 
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Pastor  Carries 
A  Loaded  Gun 


Devotional 


Stick  With  Priorities 


PINEVILLE.  Ky.  (BP)-Wbeii  de¬ 
puty  Aeriff  Lewis  Jeniiiii(a  grabs  a  By  Earl  KeOy,  EzecaHvc  Secretary-Ircasarer 

prisoner  by  the  arm  bad  leads  him  Miietssippi  Bapdat  Caaveatiaa  Beard 

away,  chances  are  the  two  are  not 

bound  for  jail,  but  for  church.  Artiflciat  incubation  and  assembly-line  hatcheries  which  repeatedly  aipply 

Jennings,  pastor  of  lit.  Zion  Baptist  the  poultry  industry  with  young  chicks  sras'not  the  method  used  to  supplyow 
Church,  Brodhead,  and  a  staff  family  with  an  adequate  number  of  barnyard  fowl  in  my  boyhood  days.  We  were 
member  at  Clear  Creek  Baptist  School  no  specialists  in  those  days,  but  neither  did  our  generalists 

here,  works  with  inmates  at  Chenoa  mothers  ever  serve  a  platter  of  pulley  bones.  Our  hatchery 

Forestry  Camp,  a  minimum  security  was  a  hen's  nest  hanging  on  the  wall  of  the  chicken  house, 

penal  institution  near  Pineville.-  He  Sometimes  it  was  no  more  than  a  used  wooden  carton,  par- 

became  interested  in  providing  ac-  tiallyfUledwithstraw,whichwastdckedtothewallofa8table 

tivities  for  the  prisoners  but  leaniqd  in  the  bam.  Occasionally  we  had  a  quarrelsome  setting  hen 

they  couM  not  leave  camp  unless  in  the  who  had  no  eggs  to  sit  on.  An  old  china  egg  was  placed  in  her 

custody  of  an  officer.  nest  and  she  would  hover  over  it  for  days.  It  probably  never 

Jennings  solved  that  problem  by  occurred  to  her  to  find  out  why  it  never  hatcM. 

being  sworn  in  as  a  deputy  sheriff .  He  We  didn’t  have  television  as  an  omnipresent  teacher  in  tMise 

takes  the  naen  tO'Churdi  gatherings,  days.  Infact, MaPerkinsandOxydolsoapwerejustbeginning 

dvic  dubs  and  other  functions  in  the  to  nnake  tneir  debut  on  ■  rather  new  medium  of  communication  called  “radio.” 
course  of  his  work.  We  had  many  teachers,  but  few  surpassed  the  old  Rhode  Island  Red  hen.  As  I 

observed  her  I  learned  that  if  you  put  a  setting  hen  on  too  many  eggs  she  could  not 

cover  them  all,  and  the  ones  that  remained  wholly  or  enen  partially  uncovered 
would  not  hatdi.  Incubation  is  produced  only  in  those  eggs  that  come  in  Mch 
dose  cont^  with  the  hen  that  her  body  heat  induces  germination.  Even  so,  a 
church  must  decide  what  her  priorities  are  and  cover  them  with  prayer,  man- 
posrer,  and  funds.  When  we  build  our  nests  so  large  that  we  keep  soul  winning  and 
missions  on  the  periphery  there  can  be  no  incubation.  This  observation  may 
Poplar  Springs  Chareh,  Calbenn  explain  wlqr  some  congregations  are  always  as  mad  as  a  setting  ben.  It’s  frus- 
Cennty,  has  adopted  a' resolution  tratlngtopeoplewhenthdrchurch,  in  an  attempt  to  imitate  another,  builds  her 
which  is  a  “tribute  of  love  and  re-  nest  too  big  and  ceases  to  perform  the  function  of  an  incubation, 
spect”  to  the  church’s  late  pastor,  I  learned  another  lesson  from  the  old  setting  hen— if  the  hen  refused  to  stay  on 

Cannon  A.  Sav«^.  Saveli  (Bed  on  Nov.  theeggslongenougb,orif  she  left  the  nest  too  frequently,  none  of  the  eggs  would 
22, 1>77.  hatch.  If  warm  Christian  fellowship  is  to  induce  germination  in  the  hearts  of  lost 

people  a  church  must  brood  long  enough  and  regularly  enough  over  the  central 
The  Martha  Ellea  Rfarler  WMU  Cir-  pcWities  which  our  Lord  assigned  the  church.  A  brood  hen  doesn’t  spend  much  of 
de  of  Walnat  Greve  Chnreh,  Leake  her  time  frolicking  like  a  ganw  cock  nor  strutting  like  a  peacock.  She  gets  her 
County  presented^  to  Pastor  Wilbur  inner  satisfaction  out  of  clucking  to  a  little  flock  of  newly  hatched  chicks  while 
Walters  and  his  wife  a  money  tree  for  teaching  them  how  to  mature. 

Christmas.  This  was  done  at  the  dr-  May  it  not  be  that  an  unwillingness  of  churches  to  stick  with  the  priorities  of 

evangelism  and  missions  explains  the  presence  of  so  many  “unhatched,” 
“spoiled”  church  members  in  the  world  today!  They  want  the  joys  of  Christians 
without  having  to  undergo  the  incubation  period.  But  the  law  of  spiritual  birth 
and  maturation  is  inescapable  —  if  the  church  is  to  remain  Christ’s  Church  it 
must  stick  with  her  priorities  and  her  preparation  must  be  thorough. 

Sometimes  when  tte  incubation  period  was  over  and  the  old  setting  hen  had  left 
her  nest  there  would  be  a  few  eggs  left  on  the  warm  straw.  Whatever  the  reason 
(infertile  eggs,  or  eggs  that  had  not  been  properly  covered)  we  had  a  name  for 
them — “rotten  eggs.”  A  playful  boy  could  detect  them  by  shaking  them  near  his 
LAKE  ORION,  Mich.  (EP)  —  ear.Ohwhatmischidacountry  boy  would  engage  in  with  a  basket  full  of  “rotten 
“Love.”  eggs!”  Many  a  church  is  filled  with  them  a^  the  stench  of  thdr  presence  is 

That  was  John  Albrecht’s  entire  evident  to  members  of  her  fellowship  who  are  concerned  with  our  Lord’s 
sermon  on  a  recent  Sunday  at  St.  priorities. 

Mary’s-in’the-HlUs  Episcopal  (%urch  Jesus  was  also'a  country  boy  and  had  observed  setting  hens.  Do  ypu  recall  that 

here.  he  cried  when  he  exclaimed,  “. . .  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children 

With  that,  he  claims,  be  has  cap-  together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would 
tured  the  shortest  sermon  champion-  not”  (Matt.  23:37).  On  the  same  occasion  he  cried,  “Eternal  peace  was  within 
ship  on  the  occasion  of  his  congrega-  yotn*  reach  and  you  turned  it  down,  and  now  it  is  too  late”  (Luke  20:42  LB). 
tion’s2Sth  anniversary.  He  is  trying  to  Let  the  churches  get  their  19?t  priorities  right.  Eltemal  peace  is  in  the  reach  of 

get  the  Guiness  Book  of  World  Records  ao  many  if  we  propo-ly  brood  over  our  nests.  Whatever  the  cost,  let  us  pay  it 
organization  to  recognize  his  feat.  before  “it  is  too  late.” 

The  pastor  received  IM  sermon  -  _ 

suggestions,  including  one  from  a  o  •  'a/  mi.  Y  a  y>  ii  n* 

waitress  in  a  nearby  coffee  shop  who  Spain:  YoUth  in  A  Bull  King 

tore  off  a  piece  of  sweet  roll  bag  and 

wrote  “we”  on  it  while  Albrecht  ate  his  During  a  recent  IS  day  period,  Chris- 

lunch  one  day.  tian  young  people  voluntarily  distri-  lived  in  tents  -and  paid  their  own  ex- 

Othersuggestioos:  Compassion,  Be-  buted  literature  and  gave  their  tes-  penses  in  the  “Evangelism  in  Action” 
lieve.  Repent,  Unsin  (as  in  Uncola),  timony  in  the  bull  rings  of  Puente  Genii  effort. 

Amen,  Charity,  Biudthuod,  “Jeans,  and  Montoro  in  sonthem  Spats,  where  Their  evangelistic  witmK/;^ 
and  Peace.  Fffty-Mve  people  mass  meetings  and  preaching  ser-  coordinated  ttixxigb  Antonio  OcanteY, 
suggested  the  winner:  Love.  vices  were  h^.  The  young  people  pastor  of  the  Cordoba  Baptist  Church. 


Deaato  aad  Jadllh  Hale,  mB- 
sionaries  to  Spain,  may  be  ad¬ 
dressed  at  Maiiuel  de  Castro  t, 
Atico,  Vigo,  Spam.  Before  they 
were  appointed  in  IMS,  he  was 
pastor  of  Harmony  Church, 
Picayune. 


Keith  Stamps,  son  of  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  Penny  Taraer, 
daughter  of  former  missionary 
associates,  were  married  on  Dec. 
2S  at  Hurst,  Tex.  Keith  is  the  son  of 
Stanley  aad  Gleaaa  Stamps, 
farmer  missianaries  to  Ecuador 
now  serving  in  Nicaragua.  (They 
are  on  furlough  and  living  at  2(M 
E.  Main  St. ,  C^ton. )  Penny  is  the 
daughter  of  Ray  and  Betty 
Turner,  former  missionary  as¬ 
sociates  in  Ecuador.  Keith,  a 
senior  at  Mississippi  0>llege,  is 
children’s  church  pastor  at  Mid¬ 
way  Church,  Jackson.  After  he 
graduates  in  May,  he  and  Penny 
will  live  in  Texas  until  she  com¬ 
pletes  her  work  at  North  Texas 
State.  Then  they  plan  toenter  the 
seminary.  They  are  mission  vol¬ 
unteers. 


Barney  Aastla  has  been  called 
as  pastor  of  the  Lakeshore  Church 
in  Horassboe  Lake,  Ark.  He  is  the 
son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Austin 
of  Ripley.  He  is  married  to  the 
former  Patricia  fi'emstrom  of 
Batesville. 


Dctrell  L.  BUttagsley,  former 
minister  of  mq^c  and  youth  for 
First  Church,  Kosciusko,  has 
been  named  a  new  preschqpl 
music/Uterary  design  editor  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board's  church  miisic  d^ 
partment  at  Nashville,  Tn.  The 
Alabama  native  has  been  an  ap¬ 
proved  children’s  choir  worker 
for  the  state  of  Mississippi. 


Peter  Halk,  former  rekident 
of  Greenville,  was  recently  or¬ 
dained  to  the  gospel  ministry  at 
Greenfield  Church,  Greenville, 
Frank  Bishop,  pastor.  A  graduate 
of  Delta  State  University,  he  is 
now  enrolled  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  and  is  pastor  of  the 
Labadieville  and  Vacherie  Mis¬ 
sions  in  Louisiana.  He  taught 
school  before  leaving  Greenville. 
He  is  pictured  with  his  wife  and 
child. 


Just  For 
The  Record 


Robert  G.  Capra,  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  (hurch  Capital  Funding, 
Stewardship  Commission,  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  has  re¬ 
signed  to  accept  a  similar  position 
with  Membenhip  Services,  In¬ 
corporated  based  in  Irving, 
Texas.  Capra  will  be  their  To¬ 
gether  We  Build  Plus  representa¬ 
tive  east  of  the  Mississippi  River 
and  will  be  baaed  in  the  Atlanta 
area,  working  from  there.  He  and 
his  wife.  Grace,  a  former 
emph^ee  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Executive  0>mmit- 
tee,  plan  to  move  to  Marietta, 
Georgia  about  the  middle  of  Feb¬ 
ruary. 


David  McArthar  is  entering  the 
field  of  full-time  music 
evangelism  after  serving  several 
churches  in  Mississippi.  He 
graduated  from  Clarke  and 
Mobile  College.  His  wife  is  the 
former  Nancy  Holmes  of  Pearl. 
He  may  be  contacted  at  Star 
Route,  Box  I^A.  Lacey’s  Spring, 
Ala.3S7S4. 


Shortest  Sermon 


Cedi  Byrd,  new  admissions  di¬ 
rector  at  Blue  Mountain  Cdlege, 
talks  with  BMC  staff  member 
Anita  Eddings  about  recruitment 
at  the  school.  Byrd,  former  vete¬ 
rans’  affairs  director  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Alabama,  says,  “We’re 
not  looking  for  numbm  at  Blue 
Mountain,-but  we  are  looking  for 
that  special  student  who  wants  in¬ 
dividual  attention,  low  faculty- 
student  ratio  and  being  on  a  first- 
name  basis  with  others  at  the 
school.” 


James  Raffia,  his  wife  Virginia, 
and  children  A1  and  Ginny,  were 
honorod  at  a  raception  on  Sunday , 
Dec.  It,  Rdtln’stlfth  eiadvetiary 
as  pastor  of  Poplar  Springs  Drive 
(3iurcb,  Meridiaa. 


OakHlH  iPrcaUasiordained  twodeacons recently  — Jae Dawns  and 
BMKLltnaMmd.  Nell  Masce.  director  of  missions.  Prentiss  Aaaoda- 
tMM.ifreatttfed-the  osdlnation  sermon.  'The  n^  deacons  and  their 
tamilias  are  pictured.  Left:  Joe  and  MBkadDowns  with  Greg.  Brian, 
and  Marty.  Center:  Chuck  Hampton,  pastor.  Right;  Ronny  and  Diane 


-CLumii  jv‘ 


What  Is  Beauty? 


J  _  The  Heavens. .  .The  early  morning  little  creatures  He  create^—  each 

.  with  its  softness  and  purity.  The  quiet-  with  a  purpose  on  earth.  Man.  no~inat- 
of  Jonah’s  concern.  God  appointed  a  sions  aiM’Wt'people.  ness  of  the  colors  intermingling  The  ter  Em  smart  he  thinks  lie  may  get, 

plant  to  grow  and  provide  shade  for  the  In  contrast  to  the  prophet,  the  Lord  sun,  eved  with  its  strength,  is  yet  gen-  will  never,  never  improve  on  the 
watching  prophet,  then  the  Lord  sent  a  dedared  His  concern  for'the  people  of  tie  ao  as  not  to  put  a  harshness  to  the  beauty  of  the  things  God  has  created.  I 
worm  to  kill  the  plant  (verses  (-7).  To  Nineveh.  Divine  concern  for  the  Nine-  birth  of  a  new  day.  The  peaceful,  soft  am  so  corrupt;  this  body  I’m  in  is 
make  matters  worse,  the  Lord  sent  a  vites  is  expressed  throu^Mut  the  nar-  beauty  of  dawn  is  fleeting  and  has  to  be  wradted  with  sin.  How  I  wish  I  couid 
sultry  east  wind  to  add  to  the  prophet’s  rative(l:2,3:2, 4,10;  4:2b). Inseeking  absorbedfast— for  the  tey  moves  on.  be  rid  of  irand  just  be  as  pure  and 
discomfort. 'Thiscauaed  Jonah  to  pray  to  reason  with  Jonah,  the  Lord  stated  Beauty  is  noon  when  the  sun  is  over-  beautiful  as  one  of  God’s  little  wild 

for  death  a  second  time  (verse  t).  His  pity  for  a  dty  in  which  there  were  head.  Even  though  it  has  shone  all  'flowers. 

Jonah  was  burned  up  because  the  120,000  innocent  people.  These  were  morning,  there  is  a  difference  in  its  Through  time  and  age  the  changes 
plant  died.  either  babies  who  literally  did  not  brightness  at  noon  —  a  supreme  rage;  yet  Nature  with  all  its  beauty 

Through  these  events  the  Lord  cn-  know  their  right  and  left  hands,  or  bri^tness  that  magnifies  its  strength,  remains  alone  unchanged, 
deavor^  to  make  the  pouting  children  who  were  not  morally  respon-  ’The  birds,  ground,  trees,  flowers,.  Man’s  hands  have  not  been  put  to 
preacher  see  the  shallowness  of  his  sible.  especially  the  wild  ones;  the  stars,  the  creating  a  sunrise,  a  sunset,  a  rain- 

concern  (verses  0-10).  Like  so  many  God’s  message  to  Jonah  and  us  is  moon,  the  clouds,  storms,  mountains-  bow,  the  birds,  the  mountains— that’s 
people  today,  Jonah  cared  most  about  that  men  can  be  wrong  in  their  judg-  —  all  the  things  of  nature  —  because  why  these  things  are  still  and  will  al- 
something  which  really  did  not  mager  ments  of  others,  for  would  have  only  they  are  untouched  by  man.  Man  ways  be  beautiful.  God  takes  care  of 
while  he  had  no  concern  whatever  far  a  thought  the  Ninevites  could  be  saved;  did  not  make  these  things -renly  God.  these  things.  They  are  too  precious  for 
city  of  people  whom  God  loved.  Jonah  that  concern  for  the  needs  of  others  is  Man  is  too  corrupt  to  come  up  with  man  to  touch.  But  God  in  His  infinite 
forgot  that  every  heel  has  a  sole— and  to  supercede  prejudice;  and  that  in  something  as  breathtakingly  beautiful  love  and  mercy  for  corrupt  man  lets  us 
every  soul  needs  Jesus.  How  easy  k  la  God’s  grace  there  is  no  room  for  religi-  as  a  sunrise,  a  sunset.  The  beautiful  see  these  things  and  love  them.  .  . 
to  piM  greatest  value  upon  posaes-  ous  exclusiveness?  :louds,  the  trees,  the  flower  and  all  the  Thank  you,  God. 


By  Hardy  Deahaia,  Jr., 

First,  Newtea 
Jonah  1;  I- 1;  4:1-11 

Prejudice  means  to  prejudge.  It 
speaks  of  the  action  of  judging  on  the 
buis  of  preconceived  notions  or  ideas. 
Thus  prejudice  is  a  superficial  and  sin¬ 
ful  form  of  judgment.  Regrettably, 
most  of  US  are  guilty  of  being  p^ 
judiced  about  something,  or  in  relation 
to  some  group. 

Jonah  was  prejudiced  about  the 
Ninevites.  He  was  a  prophet  in  Israel 
(the  Northern  Kingdom)  during  the 
reign  of  Jeroboam  II  (7M-74a  BC  —  2 
Kings  14:25).  Jonah  was  told  to  relo¬ 
cate  the  scene  of  his  ministry  ( 1 : 2 ),  but 
he  initially  refused  because  of  his  pre¬ 
judices.  Jonah  understand  God’s  call, 
he  was  qualified  to  fulfill  that  call,  and 
he  was  not  afraid  of  the  dangers  in¬ 
volved  or  that  he  might  fail  in  the  mis¬ 
sion.  Jonah’s  refusal  to  accept  the  as¬ 
signment  was  based  on  his  tack  of 
sympathy  with  (jcd’s  purpose  (4:2), 
and  because  of  his  lack  of  love  for  the 
Assyrians.  See  Nahum  3:1  for  a  de¬ 
scription  of  Nineveh. 

I.  The  Repeataace  Of  Nteeveh 
Jonah  3:3^5 

The  Lord  would  not  accept  Jonah’s 
initial  refusal  as  final .  Interrupting  the 
prophet’s  flight  to  Tarshish  by  means 
Of  a  storm  the  fish  (1:4.  17),  the 
Lord  gave  the  prophet  the  opportunity 
to  reconsider.  Wlien  God  issued  the 
call  a  second  time,  Jonah  responded 
and  went  to  Nineveh  (3:1-3). 

'The  prophet's  message  to  the  Nine¬ 
vites  was  brief  and  to  the  point  (verse 


Georgia  Church 
Elects  Woman 
Deacon  Chairman 


Death  That  Means  Life 


YWCA  Window 
Is  Dedicated 
At  Cathedral 


Staff  Chang! 


WASHINGTON.  D.  C.  (EP)  -  A 
stained  glass  window,  depicting 
women  of  the  Bible  was  dedicated  here 
at  the  Washington  Cathedral. 

The  sixteen  by  eight  Toot  window 
commemorates  the  service  work  of 
the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Associ¬ 
ation  (YWCA). 

The  13  square  foot  window  contain¬ 
ing  2.  IM  pieces  was  created  by  Brenda 
Welch  Bdfield  and  installed  by  Dieter 
Goidkulile.  both  of  Reston,  Virginia. 
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